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This  Annual  Town  Report  is  dedicated  to  Maude  Stone 

An  entire  generation  of  Oakham's  children  have  asked  Mrs.  Stone  if  she  lives  at  the  Library.  Indeed,  for 

the  past  28  years  she  has  unlocked  the  Library  door  so  many  times  that  she  has  worn  away  two  keys.  Mrs. 

Stone  has  read  a  story,  helped  create  a  craft,  and  served  goodies,  to  groups  of  pre-schoolers  each  week  at 
Story  Hour,  for  all  her  years  at  the  Library.  As  she  says,  mothers  and  young  children  needed  a  place  to  get 
to  know  each  other  and  you're  never  too  young  to  take  out  a  book.  She  also  continues  working  with  school 

aged  children  during  the  week  long  Summer  Reading  Program.  Mrs.  Stone  has  been  extremely  devoted  to  Oakham's 

young  children  and  the  Library  in  the  service  of  the  Town. 

But,  Town  Librarian  isn't  the  only  hat  Mrs.  Stone  has  worn  or  currently  wears! 

She  has  been  active  in  the  Oakham  Historical  Commission  and  the  Oakham  Historical  Association.  She  put  a 
lot  of  time  and  energy  into  the  225  Anniversary  Celebration. 

Mrs.  Stone  is  the  Cemetery  Committee  Secretary  and  has  been  so  for  many  years.  "Someone  has  to  do  it,"  she 
said  just  recently. 

And,  Mrs.  Stone  writes  and  edits  Oakham  Herald,  published  by  the  Oakham  Council  on  Aging.  It's  a  free, 
four  page  newsletter,  published  monthly,  that  keeps  everyone  up  to  date  on  Senior  Citizen  events.  The  best 
part  is,  there's  always  a  cheery  line. 

She  also  served  as  tax  collector,  for  a  time.  And,  if  that  wasn't  enough,  Mrs.  Stone  is  also  a  Registrar  of 
Voters. 

Her  house  is  a  favorite  at  Halloween  for  all  "trick  or  treaters",  because  of  her  treats  with  a  special 
touch.  Her  home  has  been  chosen  for  the  Annual  Christmas  Decorating  contest  for  many  years.  Actually,  you 
will  always  know  what  holiday  is  next  by  passing  by  her  decorated  house. 

Oh,  by  the  way,  she  is  like  everyone  else  --  she  and  Fred  raised  a  big  family,  she  plays  with  her  many 
grandchildren,  likes  to  play  cards,  garden,  travel  and  go  out  to  dinner. 

Busy  Lady,  and  one  that  Oakham  is  lucky  to  have. 

Thanks  Mrs.  Stone  for  being  so  dedicated  to  the  Town  of  Oakham. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OP  SELECTMEN 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Oakham, 

Fiscal  1996  was  a  busy  year  with  many  projects  on  the  drawing  board.  Theses  projects  included  the  engineer 
and  planning  for  the  capping  of  the  Landfill,  a  water  line  to  the  Fire  Department,  replacing  the  fuel  tanks 
at  the  Highway  Barn  and  replacing  the  roof  of  the  Town  Hall. 

With  plans  to  fund  the  capping  of  the  Landfill,  at  Special  Town  Meeting  in  February  1996,  our  town  citizens 
voted  to  reduce  the  amount  of  borrowing  that  was  approved  at  the  June  1995  Annual  Town  Meeting,  by  using 

$200,000.  of  available  free  cash  with  an  additional  amount  to  be  borrowed  of  $175,000.  for  a  total  of 

$375,000.  Richard  Cox,  of  Cox  Engineering  and  the  Board  of  Health  were  available  at  both  the  Annual  and 
Special  Town  Meetings  to  answer  the  many  questions  of  the  townspeople.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  wish  to  thank 
Linda  Mueller,  Bill  Payne,  and  Fred  Carey,  of  the  Board  of  Health,  for  their  hard  work  in  bringing  this  long 
drawn  out  project  to  a  close.  Capping  construction  is  scheduled  to  begin  after  the  1996  4th  of  July 

holiday. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Oakham  Fire  Department  developed  a  plan,  with  approval  of  the  State 
Department  of  Environmental  Protection,  to  bring  quality  water  to  the  Fire  Station  from  the  Oakham  Center 
School.  This  will  correct  the  problems  the  Fire  Department  has  had  cleaning  their  Scott  Pack  breathing 

equipment,  due  to  the  sodium  levels  in  the  fire  station  well. 

Two  other  infrastructure  projects  approved  at  the  June  1996  Annual  Town  Meeting  were  the  replacement  of  the 
under  ground  fuel  tanks  with  above  ground  tanks  at  the  Highway  Barn  and  the  replacement  of  the  Town  Hall 
roof. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  also  made  expenditures  from  the  Alden  Fund  for  fruit  baskets  for  the  elderly  and  gift 
certificates  to  Victory  Supermarket  for  several  needy  families  in  town  during  the  holiday  season. 

The  winter  of  1995-96  saw  record  snowfall  for  Oakham.  Due  to  the  excessive  snow  fall,  FEMA  and  MEMA 
reimbursed  the  Town  $19,998.  for  expenses  incurred.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  wish  to  thank  the  Highway 
Superintendent,  Kevin  Currier,  and  his  men,  for  keeping  the  roads  open  and  doing  his  normal  fine  job. 

The  year  also  saw  the  resignation  of  Ellenor  Downer  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  The  Board  wishes  to  thank 
her  for  her  service  on  the  Board  and  her  gracious  willingness  to  remain  on  the  Municipal  Building  Committee 
and  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Committee.  The  special  election  in  January  was  filled  by  Donna  Stone,  of  Barre 
Road,  however,  her  resignation  was  received  in  early  May,  her  resignation  letter  stated  she  was  unable  to 
continue  her  duties  due  to  significant  changes  in  her  personal  and  professional  life.  Then  Robert  Leary  was 
elected  in  May  to  the  new  three  year  term. 

In  closing,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  wish  to  thank  all  elected  and  appointed  officials,  the  employees  of  the 
Town,  the  citizens  of  the  Town  for  their  continued  support  in  the  above  projects,  and  the  many  volunteers 
who  help  to  keep  the  Town  of  Oakham  moving  forward. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Michael  Brunelle,  Chairman 
Chari  Van  Schoick,  Vice  Chairman 
Robert  Leary,  Clerk 
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POSITION 

AMBULANCE  DIRECTOR 
ARTS  COUNCIL 


BUILDING  INSPECTOR/ZONING 
ENFORCEMENT  OFFICER 
BLD  INSPECTOR/ZONING 
OFFICER  ASSISTANT 
CIVIL  DEFENSE  DIRECTOR 
CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 
COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
DOG  OFFICER 
DOG  OFFICER  ASSISTANT 
FIRE  CHIEF 

HIGHWAY  SUPERINTENDENT 
HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 


MUNICIPAL  BUILDING  COMM. 


PLUMBING  &  GAS  INSPECTOR 
SELECTMEN'S  SECRETARY 
TOWN  COUNSEL 
WIRE  INSPECTOR 
VETERAN'S  AGENT 
ZONING  APPEALS  BOARD 

AMBULANCE  EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL  TECHNICIANS 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  ANNUAL  APPOINTMENTS 
FISCAL  1996 


APPOINTEE (S) 

TERM 

POSITION 

APPOINTBEISl 

TERM 

MICHAEL  MACUGA 

1996 

POLICE 

SGT.  DAVID  HALSDORFF 

1996 

MARY  ALEXANDER 

1997 

OFFICERS 

FREDERICK  GEHRING 

1996 

MARY  WARBASSE 

1997 

MICHAEL  STODDARD 

1996 

LINDA  MORSE 

1997 

NANCY  STODDARD 

1996 

LISA  LAJOIE 

1997 

TOM  LEE 

1996 

MARK  MCEACHERN 

1996 

RALPH  DWELLY 

1996 

RUSSELL  JONES 

1996 

ARTHUR  ZORGE 

1996 

DONALD  COURNOYER 

1996 

DANIELLE  JOHNSON 

1996 

TIM  TOOMEY 

1996 

(JAN  APPOINTMENT) 

RAY  ZECCO 

2000 

RONALD  FRIBERG 

1966 

MICHELLE  RUTMAN 

1998 

(JAN  APPOINTMENT) 

NANCY  DAHN 

1996 

SPECIAL 

CHIEF  JAMES  THOMPSON 

1996 

PAT  FOLEY 

1996 

POLICE 

(BARRE) 

RICHARD  HOWE 

1996 

OFFICERS 

RICHARD  BRACKES 

1996 

C. KEVIN  CURRIER 

1996 

(BARRE) 

JEFF  YOUNG 

1996 

PETER  CAINE 

1996 

MARK  MIRABELLA 

1996 

(BARRE) 

TINA  MIRABELLA 

1996 

CHIEF  RALPH  ANDERSON 

1996 

MAUDE  STONE 

1996 

(RUTLAND) 

MICHAEL  BRUNELLE 

1996 

SGT.  RICHARD  SALLS 

1996 

RALPH  DWELLY 

1996 

(RUTLAND) 

LOIS  LINEHAN 

1996 

SGT.  RICHARD  MBKELSKI 

1996 

DENIS  delaGORGENDIERE 

1996 

(RUTLAND) 

ELLENOR  DOWNER 

1996 

CHARLES  SMITH 

1996 

LIONEL  LAJOIE,  JR 

1996 

(RUTLAND) 

MICHAEL  RUSS 

1996 

MARK  MOISIO 

1996 

BYRON  CARPENTER 

1996 

(RUTLAND) 

LUCY  TESSNAU 

1996 

GLENN  LUDDEN 

1996 

ROBERT  D.  COX 

1996 

(RUTLAND) 

LESLIE  DOWNER 

1996 

WAYNE  WALKER 

1996 

LEONARD  HARDY 

1996 

(RUTLAND) 

LUCY  TESSNAU 

1998 

MICK  RBNSHAW 

1996 

CAROL  SPINNEY, 

1996 

(RUTLAND) 

MICHAEL  MACUGA 

1996 

PATRICIA  BABIN 

1996 

ART  ZORGE 

1996 

(SHREWSBURY) 

LEIF  HENDRICKSON 

1996 

RONALD  CLOUTIER 

1996 

JAMES  ROLLINS 

1996 

FIREARMS,  (PAXTON) 

DAVID  TRUEDSON 

1996 

LT.  ALCIDB  L'ECUYER 

1996 

DIANE  PETRONE 

1996 

(WBPD  DRUG  TASK  FORCE) 

THOMAS  PETRONE 

1996 

JAY  DUGAN  DET. 

1996 

CHRIS  DROLET 

1996 

(WBPD  DRUG  TASK  FORCE) 

CONRAD  JOHNSON 

1996 

SAM  DISPASQUALE 

1996 

SHELLY  LAM 

1996 

(WBPD  DRUG  TASK  FORCE) 
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EEPOET  OF  THE  TONE  CLERK 


The  Town  Clerk's  office  is  open  on  Monday  evenings  froa  7:30  to  9:00  P.M.  and  Tuesday  froa  9  AM  to  1 
PM.  Me  are  available  to  help  you  with  dog,  hunting,  and  fishing  licenses,  registering  to  vote,  and 
provide  copies  of  birth,  aarriage,  or  death  certificates,  and  apply  for  business  certificates. 

You  aay  register  to  vote  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  or  by  aail.  Special  foras  are  located  at  the 
Post  office.  Town  Hall  and  Library.  Before  any  federal,  state  or  local  election  there  are  special 
voter  registration  sessions  that  will  be  posted. 

hi  Ql  imm  L  UlL  Qakliaa.'.s  m  i.7i7. 

Vital  statistics  totals,  July  1,  1995  through  June  30,  1996 

Births  21  Marriages  4  Death  8 


TOHI  OFFICERS  FOR  1996 


Three  Year  Tens: 

assessors 

CONSTABLES 

Michael  M.  Brunelle 

1997 

Tabitha  J.  Tasbjian  1997 

Cheryl  C.  Benoit 

1998 

Chari  Van  Schoick 

1998 

Heraan  A.  Spinney,  Jr.  1998 

Marcia  C.  Cassault 

1998 

Robert  Leary 

1999 

Kathleen  S.  Dsher  1999 

Laurie  F.  Rosenkranz 

1998 

Tabitha  J.  Tashjian 

1998 

MLiUI 

muiuhhi^ 

Lucy  I.  Tessnau 

1998 

Leslie  Scott 

1997 

Milliaa  R.  Payne  1997 

Frederick  J.  Carey  1998 

Kathleen  Usher 

1998 

IMME 

Linda  J.  Mueller  1999 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 

Edna  6.  Holloway 

1998 

Maude  M.  Stone 

1997 

Mesley  Dwelly 

1999 

TAX  COLLECTOR 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Susan  J.  Carpenter 

1996 

Thoaas  A.  Tashjian  1998 

Five  Year  Tens: 

Mama  L.  Mucha  1997 

PLANNING  BOARD 

msmi 

Peter  Clifford 

1996 

Jeffrey  A.  Young 

1998 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 

Kevin  B.  Drolet 

1997 

Lois  B.  Linehan  1997 

Denis  P.  delaGorgendiere 

1998 

TREE  MARDEM 

Dawn  R.  Thistle  1998 

Thoaas  P.  Hughes 

1999 

Mesley  Dwelly 

1999 

Susan  B.  Turnbull  1999 

Phillip  B.  Marbasse 

2000 

SPECIAL  TQH  MEITIIS.  SEPTEMBER  11^  IM 

A  quorua  being  present,  the  aeeting  was  opened  at  7:30  PM  by  Moderator  Jeffrey  Young. 

Article  1:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $7,200.00  for  the  Treasurer's 
Foreclosure  Account 

Article  2:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $500.00  for  the  Tax  Collector's  Tax 
Title  Account. 

Article  3:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $1,746.00  for  the  purchase  of  a 
telephone  systea  for  the  Town  Hall. 
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Article  4: 
Article  5: 

Article  6: 

Article  7: 

Article  8: 

Article  9: 

Article  10: 

Article  11; 

Article  12: 


It  was  voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  $500.00  for  the  Town  Hall  Expense  Account. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  rescind  the  vote  on  Article  13  of  the  June  19,  1995  Annual 
Town  Meeting  transferring  $137,417.00  froa  Free  Cash  to  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  transfer  $123,290.00  froo  Free  Cash  to  the  Stabilization  Fund 
effective  June  19,  1995. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $1,375.00  for  the  purchase  of  a  copy 
machine  for  the  Town  Hall. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $995.00  for  the  purchase  of  moving 
radar  equipment  for  the  Police  Department. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $1,500.00  for  the  purchase  of  3 
Ninitors  for  the  Ambulance  Squad. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $2,393.55  for  the  Town 

Accountant/Adiinistrative  Assistant  Salary  Account 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $2,173.32  for  the  Health  Benefits 
Account. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $15,065.00.  for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 


All  votes  were  oral  and  declared  passed  by  the  Moderator.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  7:45  PM. 
Respectfully  submitted. 


Leslie  A.  Scott 


SPECIAL  msmh  mm  mi 


The  polls  were  opened  at  noon  by  Constable  Laurie  Rosenkranz,  and  closed  at  8:00  PM  by  Constable 
Tabitha  Tashjian. 

On  duty  were  Susan  Carpenter,  Gail  Graham,  Laurie  Rosenkranz  and  Tabitha  Tashjian. 


SSLECTHAH 

Donna  A.  Stone  96 
Bradford  S.  Taylor  87 
Leo  McCaffrey  (write-in)  7 
Mesley  Dwelly  (write-in  1 
Gary  Chestna  (write-in)  1 


Official  Ballots  delivered  to  polls 
Official  Ballots  spoiled 
Official  Ballots  cast 


1,000 

1 

189 


Absentee  Ballots  delivered  to  polls 
Absentee  Ballots  spoiled 
Absentee  Ballots  cast 


124 

0 

3 


Total  number  of  ballots  cast  (number  on  ballot  box)  192 
Total  number  of  names  checked  on  voting  list  192 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Leslie  A.  Scott 
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SPECIAL  TOn  MEETHG.  FEMUm  U.  im 


A  quorui  being  present,  the  i&eeting  vas  opened  by  Moderator  Jeff  Young  at  7:37  PM. 

Article  1:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  $6,010.00  fron  Free  Cash  for  the  Center  School 
heating  system. 

Article  2:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  $4,000.00  from  Free  Cash  for  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Article  3:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  transfer  $3,650.57  from  the  Highway  Truck  Purchase  account  to 
the  Highway  Salary  Account. 

Article  4:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  $200,000.00  fron  Free  Cash  for  the  Landfill 
Capping  Account,  to  reduce  previously  authorized  borrowing  by  the  sane  anount.  This  was 
counted  by  secret  ballot,  95  YES,  47  HO. 

Article  5:  A  notion  to  pass  over  this  article  was  defeated.  A  notion  to  amend  to  read  "borrow 
contingent  upon  receiving  state  matching  funds*  was  approved.  The  notion  to  authorize 
borrowing  of  $160,000.00  for  the  Fobes  Library  Renovations,  contingent  upon  receiving 
state  matching  funds  was  DEFEATED  in  a  secret  ballot  with  80  residents  voting  YES,  and 
56  voting  HO.  Since  a  2/3  majority  was  needed,  this  article  was  DEFEATED. 

Article  6:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  the  private  road,  currently  know  as  Oakview  Lane,  as  a 
Town  road  to  be  named  Oakview  Lane. 

Article  7:  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  fron  Free  Cash  $3,000.00  for  the  Police  Part-Time 
Salary  Account. 

All  votes  were  oral  and  unaninous,  except  as  noted. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  9:29  PM. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Leslie  A.  Scott 


STATE  PRIMARY  ELECTIQH,  MARCH  5.  1996 

The  polls  were  opened  at  7:00  AM  by  Laurie  Rosenkranz,  and  closed  at  8:00  PM  by  Laurie  Rosenkranz. 

On  duty  were,  Susan  Carpenter,  Russell  F.  Jones,  Gail  Grahan,  Laurie  Rosenkranz  and  Tabitha  J. 
Tashjian. 


Official  Ballots  delivered  to  polls  1,150 
Official  Ballots  spoiled  0 
Official  Ballots  cast  133 
Official  Ballots  not  cast  1,017 

Absentee  Ballots  delivered  to  polls  213 
Absentee  Ballots  spoiled  0 
Absentee  Ballots  cast  1 
Absentee  ballots  not  cast  212 

Total  number  of  ballots  cast  (number  on  ballot  box)  134 
Total  number  of  names  checked  on  voting  list  134 
Total  number  of  voters  eligible  to  vote  921 
Total  percentage  voting  14k 
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Republican  President 

Toifl.-CaMiL^£ 

State  CoMittee  Honan 

State  Coanittee  Man 

Buchanan  32 

Nrite-in 

1 

Alinovi 

17 

Blank 

A 

Dole  49 

Blank 

IM 

Blank 

JL 

1 

Forbes  13 
Alexander  11 
Misc.  J. 

no 

24 

no 

D.eiiflCEiiL-g.i:.esidie]it 

Deaocratic  Town  CoMiittee 

State  CoMittee  Wagaa 

Clinton 

19 

Misc. 

3 

Blank 

J. 

State  Coaaittee  Man 

Misc. 

4 

Blank 

21 

1 

Stowell  65 

Blank 

A 

24 

Blank  ii 

24 

no 

Tomb  .CaMittei 

Libertarian  Presidential 

Blank 

1 

State  CoiBBittefi  Komap 

State  Coaaittee  Man 

Preferance 

1 

Adaas  64 

Hicks 

14 

No  Preferance 

_1 

Blank  jii 

Blank 

in 

1 

no 

24 

Respectfully  subaitted, 
Leslie  A.  Scott 


A  quorua  being  present,  the  leeting  was  opened  at  7:30  PN  by  Moderator  Jeffrey  Young. 
Article  1:  It  was  voted  to  continue  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  June  10,  1996. 

The  vote  was  oral  and  unaniaous. 

The  aeeting  was  adjourned  at  7:35  PM. 

Respectfully  subaitted, 

Leslie  Scott 


m 


^  m  MmflL  HAl  ZiL  IM 


The  polls  were  opened  at  10:00  AM  by  Constable  Laurie  RosenRranz  and  closed  at  8:00  PM 
On  duty  were,  Tabitha  Tashjian,  Susan  Carpenter,  Gail  Grahaa,  Nancy  Apholt,  and  Russell  Jones. 


Official  Ballots  delivered  to  polls  1,000 
Official  Ballots  spoiled  0 
Official  Ballots  cast  62 
Official  Ballots  not  cast  932 
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Absentee  Ballots  delivered  to  polls 
Absentee  Ballots  spoiled 
Absentee  Ballots  cast 
Absentee  ballots  not  cast 


50 


50 


Total  number  of  ballots  cast  (number  on  ballot  box)  62 
Total  number  of  names  checlced  on  voting  list  62 
Total  number  of  voters  eligible  to  vote  938 
Total  percentage  voting  61 


Selectmen  for  three  years 
Robert  J.  Leary  44 

Write-in  1 

Blanlc  11 

62 

Tax  Collector  for  three  years 
Susan  J.  Carpenter  59 

Blank  _1 

62 

Assessor  for  three  years 
Kathleen  Usher  56 

Blank  J 

62 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Board  of  Health  for  three  years 
Linda  Mueller  61 

Blank  _1 

62 

Library  Trustee  for  three  years 
Susan  Turnbull  55 

Blank  _7 

62 

Cemetery  Committee  for  three  years 
Blanks  50 

Write-in  U 

62 


Tree  Warden  for  three  years 
Wesley  H.  Dwelly  57 

62 


Planning  Board  for  five  years 
Peter  B.  Clifford  57 

Blank  _5 

62 


Leslie  Scott 


ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  JUNE  10.  1996 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:35  p.m.  by  Moderator 

Jeffrey  Young. 

Article  1.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers  as  printed  in 
the  annual  town  report. 

Article  2.  It  was  voted  to  elect  Ellenor  Downer  and  Eva  Grimes  as  field  drivers  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Article  3.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  hear  the  results  of  the  election  of  Town  Officers  held  May 
20,  1996 

Article  4.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  fix  the  salaries  and  compensation  of  all  elective  officers  of 
the  Town  as  provided  by  Section  108,  Chapter  41,  of  the  General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts. 


Moderator 

100 

Town  Clerk 

2856 

Board  of  Selectmen 

3750 

Library  Trustee 

50 

Treasurer 

3830 

Cemetery  Committee 

50 

Tax  Collector 

4282 

Board  of  Health 

150 

Assessors 

4050 

Article  5.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  unappropriated 
available  funds  in  the  treasury  the  following  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary  to  pay 
salaries,  expenses,  and  outlays  of  the  several  Town  departments  for  the  fiscal  year 
beginning  July  1,  1996. 
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Board  of  Health,  General  Expenses 

650 

Highways,  Salaries 

63,025 

Cemeteries,  Operating  Expenses 

2550 

Operating  Expenses 

36,865 

Culture,  Historical  Commission 

100 

Snow  &  Ice 

15,975 

Library 

20,137 

Land  Use,  Conservation  Commission 

2,640 

Parks  &  Rec 

2,700 

Planning  Board 

120 

Debt/Interest  QRSD 

119,840 

Zoning/Appeals  Board 

325 

High  School  Construction  Fund 

52,223 

Zoning  Enforcement 

500 

Education,  Quabbin  District 

Central  Mass.,  Assessment 

263 

(passed  as  amended) 

707,846 

Legislature,  Moderator 

100 

Vocational  Education 

51,000 

Licensing,  Census 

1,000 

Executive,  Admin. Asst/Town  Acct. 

15,970 

Town  Clerk 

4,271 

Board  of  Selectmen 

6,175 

Town  Elections 

1,450 

Home  Health  Care 

1,279 

Operations,  Town  Counsel 

6,000 

Group  Insurance 

13,000 

Tax  Title,  (Tax  Collector) 

500 

Blanket  Insurance 

31,477 

Other,  Tree  Warden 

350 

Worcester  County  Retirement 

15,707 

Dutch  Elm  Disease 

600 

Meditax 

3,250 

Insect  Pest  Control 

100 

Financial,  Board  of  Assessors 

17,725 

Protective,  Animal  Inspector 

250 

Finance  Committee 

370 

Public  Safety,  Ambulance 

13,600 

Reserve  Fund 

12,500 

Dispatching 

23,732 

Tax  Collector 

7,437 

Fire  Department 

44,197 

Treasurer 

6,735 

Police  Chief  Salary 

37,961 

General,  Annual  Town  Report 

1,250 

Police,  Other  Expenses 

28,568 

Town  Hall 

14,630 

Special,  Council  on  Aging 

3,100 

Veteran  Services 

2,500 

TOTAL  1,392,543 


Article  6. 

Article  7. 

Article  8. 
Article  9. 
Article  10. 

Article  11. 

Article  12. 

Article  13. 
Article  14. 


It  was  voted  that  the  Town  authorize  the  treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  to  borrow  in  anticipation  of  revenue  of  the  twelve  month  period  beginning 
July  1,  1996  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than 
one  year. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  transfer  any  money  received  by  the  Town  for  the  sale  of 
cemetery  lots  to  the  general  cemetery  fund.  Such  monies  to  be  used  for  improvements  to 
the  Town  cemeteries. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  transfer  any  and  all  monies  paid  to  the  cemetery  committee 
for  perpetual  care  during  the  1997  fiscal  year  to  the  perpetual  care  trust  fund. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  the  sum  of  $1928.28  from  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  for  the  purpose  of  the  Library  and  transfer  said  amounts  to  the  Library. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  enter  into  agreements  with  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works  for  the  construction, 
reconstruction  and  improvements  of  Town  roads. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  set  compensation  that  will  allow 
for  men  and  equipment  used  in  repairing  highways  and  opening  roads,  for  enginemen  and/or 
firemen  employed  for  the  purpose  of  fire  protection  and  for  police  officers  employed  for 
the  purpose  of  police  protection,  during  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  1996. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  expend  monies  for  authorized  road 
projects  up  to  the  reimbursable  amount  of  $149,866.00  according  to  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  90  of  the  M.G.L.,  with  said  funds  to  be  spent  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  Massachusetts  Highway  Department. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Town  hear  the  report  of  the  Municipal  Building  Committee. 

It  was  voted,  with  a  2/3  show  of  hands,  that  the  Town  incur  debt  of  $550,000.  to 
finance  the  Municipal  Building  Project,  including  the  Combined  Highway  and  Fire 
Department  Facility  and  Renovations  of  the  existing  Fire  Station  to  become  the  Police 
Station. 


14 


Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 


Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 

Article 


15.  It  was  voted,  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  a  sura  of  $2,500.00  for  the  purchase 

of  building,  septic  and  renovation  plans  for  the  Municipal  Building  Project, 
including  the  Corabined  Highway  and  Fire  Departraent  Facility  and  Renovation  of  the 

existing  Fire  Station  to  becorae  the  Police  Station. 

16.  It  was  voted,  with  a  2/3  show  of  hands,  that  the  Town  incur  additional  debt  of  $75,000. 
to  finance  the  Landfill  Capping  Project. 

17.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  hear  the  report  of  the  Library  Building  Study  Coraraittee. 

18.  It  was  voted,  with  a  2/3  show  of  hands,  that  the  Town  incur  debt  of  $160,000.  to  finance 

the  Town's  Share  of  the  Library  Building  Project,  contingent  upon  receipt  of  State 

Grant. 

19.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  a  sum  of  $8,000  from  the  Stabilization  Fund  and 

appropriate  $14,300.  from  free  cash  for  the  Town  Hall  Roof  Reshingling  and  Repair. 

20.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  a  sum  of  $6,756.  from  free  cash  and  $29,000.  from 

the  Stabilization  fund  for  the  Removal  and  Replacement  of  the  Town's  Fuel  Tanks 

21.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  a  sum  of  $15,000.  from  the  Stabilization  Fund  to 

provide  the  Fire  Department  with  potable  water  by  connecting  to  the  Center  School's 
well. 

22.  It  was  voted  the  that  Town  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  $  20,000.  for  a  third  Highway 
worker. 

23.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  $2,640.00  for  the  purchase  of 
4  (four)  Motorla  portable  radios  for  the  Police  Department. 

24.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  allow  the  Conservation  Commission  to  spend  up  to  the  sum  of 

$2,237.48  from  the  Conservations  Commission  Fund  account  as  pursuant  to  Chapter  287 

Section  54  of  the  Acts  of  1989,  which  provides  that  the  Town  share  of  the  notice  of 

Intent  Filling  Fees  under  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act  shall  be  expended  solely  for  the 
performance  of  its  duties  associated  with  administration  of  the  act. 

25.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  carry  over  $5,730.00  in  the  Treasurer's  Foreclosure  Account. 

26.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  approve  having  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  designated 
as  Working  Assessor  and  fix  the  rate  of  pay  at  $656.25  per  month. 

27.  It  was  voted  to  pass  over  this  article. 

28.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  a  donation  for  the  Fire  Department  of  an  AST  486 

computer. 

29.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  merge  the  present  Police  Ambulance  with  the  Fire  Departraent 
and  become  the  Oakham  Fire  Department  Ambulance. 

30.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  $735.00  to  complete  the 

changeover  of  the  Police  Ambulance  to  the  Fire  Department  Ambulance. 

31.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  the  provisions  of  subdivisions  (2)  (Bl/2)  of  Section  4 
and  the  provision  of  Section  85H1/2,  both  amendments  to  Chapter  32  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Laws  relative  to  the  pension  rights  of  certain  call  firefighter,  as  these  amend¬ 
ments  were  enacted  by  the  provisions  of  Chapter  171  of  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  1995. 

32.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  approve  having  an  elected  member  of  the  Board  of  Health 

designated  as  a  working  Paid  Health  Agent  with  compensation  to  be  paid  through  the  Board 

of  Health  Fees. 

33.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  1/2  of  the  Mass.  General  Law 

for  the  Board  of  Health  Inspection  Fees  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  the  Board  of 

Health  Inspector,  not  to  exceed  $9,500.00. 

34.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  Chapter  44,  Section  53K  1/2  of  Mass.  General  Law  for 

the  Building  Inspector  Fees  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  the  Building  Inspector,  not 

to  exceed  $6,000.00. 

35.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  1/2  of  the  Mass.  General  Law 
for  the  Wire  Inspector  Fees  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  the  Wire  Inspector,  not  to 
exceed  $3,000.00. 

36.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  1/2  of  the  Mass.  General  Laws 
for  the  Plumbing  Inspector  Fees  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  the  Plumbing  Inspector, 
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not  to  exceed  $3,000.00. 

Article  37.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  1/2  of  the  Mass.  General  Law 

for  the  Fire  Inspector  Fees  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  Fire  Inspectors,  not  to 

exceed  $1,000.00. 

Article  38.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  1/2  of  the  Mass.  General  Law 

for  the  Town  Clerk  Fees  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  the  Town  Clerk,  not  to  exceed 

$5,000.00. 

Article  39.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  1/2  of  the  Mass.  General  Law 

for  the  Tax  Collector  Fees  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  the  Tax  Collector,  not  to 

exceed  $5,000.00. 

Article  40.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  Chapter  44,  Sections  53E  1/2  of  the  Mass.  General  Law 
for  the  Deputy  Tax  Collectors  Fees  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  the  Deputy  Tax 
Collector,  not  the  exceed  $5,000.00. 

Article  41.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  appropriate  from  Ambulance  receipts  reserved  a  sum  of 

$11,400.  to  be  used  for  operating  expenses  for  the  Ambulance. 

Article  42.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  establish  an  Ambulance  Replacement  Study  Committee, 

consisting  of  five  members,  including  the  Ambulance  Director,  one  Selectman,  one 
member  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  two  from  the  community. 

Article  43.  A  motion  that  the  Town  amend  the  Town  of  Oakham's  by-law,  Chapter  II,  Section  5  to  read 
"The  number  of  voters  necessary  to  constitute  a  Quorum  at  any  town  meeting  shall  be  51 
(five  percent)  of  the  number  of 

registered  voters  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  being  held,  provided  that  a  number  less 
than  a  quorum  may  from  time  to  time  adjourn  the  same.  This  shall  not  apply  to  such 
parts  of  meetings  as  are  devoted  to  the  election  of  town  officers,  was  DEFEATED  by  not 
receiving  a  2/3  show  of  hands,  vote  28  FOR,  23  AGAINST 

Article  44.  It  was  voted,  with  a  2/3  show  of  hand,  34  FOR  18  AGAINST,  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

petition  the  General  Court  of  Mass,  to  enact  the  a  recall  petition/election  procedure  as 

a  special  act  for  the  Town  of  Oakham. 

Article  45.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  accept  the  provisions  of  Mass.  General  Laws,  Chapter  140, 
Section  147A,  and  to  establish  license  fees  according  to  Sections  173  and  139,  and 
accept  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  1/2  for  Dog  Licenses  Fees  for  the  purpose  of  compensating 
the  Town  Clerk,  Dog  Officer  and  Assistants;  for  paying  Dog  Officer  expenses,  emergency 
Veterinarian's  fees,  damages  as  provided  by  Chapter  140,  Sections  161  and  161A,  and 
rewards  as  provided  by  Chapter  140,  Section  162,  the  total  of  which  is  not  to  exceed 
$5,000.00,  with  further  provision  that  any  fund  balance  exceeding  $5,000.00  at  the  end 
of  the  fiscal  year  shall  revert  to  the  Town's  general  fund. 

Article  46.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  amend  Chapter  VIII,  Section  2  of  the  Bylaws  to  read  The 

Moderator  of  the  town  meeting  when  this  by-law  is  adopted,  shall  within  thirty  days 

after  such  by-law  becomes  effective,  appoint  two  members  of  said  committee  for  terms  of 
one  year,  two  members  for  terms  of  two  years,  and  two  member  for  the  terms  of  three 
years.  At  each  annual  town  meeting  thereafter  the  moderator  shall  appoint  two  members 
of  said  committee  for  terms  of  three  years,  or  one  for  three  years.  The  office  of  said 
members  shall  commence  immediately  upon  qualifications  and  shall  expire  at  the  close  or 
final  adjournment  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  at  which  their  successors  are  appointed. 
Said  committee  shall  choose  its  own  officers,  shall  serve  without  pay,  and  shall  cause 
to  be  kept  a  true  record  of  its  proceedings. 

Article  47.  It  was  voted  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  $300.00  for  Emergency 
Management  Expenses. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  11:17  p.m. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Leslie  A.  Scott 

Town  Clerk 
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DOG  LICKISSS  SOLD  JULY  1,  199S  THROUGH  JDIE  30,  1996 


im 

83 

Nale/Feiale  I  11.00 

$ 

913.00 

230 

Spayed/Heutered  «  7.00 

1,610.00 

3 

Kennel  (4  or  less)  I  31.00 

93.00 

2 

Kennel  (10  or  less)  1  41.00 

41.00 

5 

Kennel  (sore  than  10)  %  51.00 

■  ■  55JQ 

Total  Collected 

$ 

2,291.00 

Less:  Town  Clerk  Fees 

■  496. .5.0. 

Total  Turned  over  to  County 

$ 

2,415.00 

The  dog  licensing  year  begins  April  1st,  and  ALL  dogs  are  required  by  lav  to  be  licensed  by  that 
date.  Hew  licenses  are  generally  available  by  February. 

To  license  your  dog,  you  lay  see  the  Town  Clerk  on  Monday  nights,  or  you  aay  license  by  sail  by 
sending  last  years  license,  a  current  rabies  certificate,  and  a  staaped  return  envelope  to  the  Town 
Clerk  at  P.O.  Boi  222. 


HUITII6  AID  FISHIIG  LICEISBS  SOLD  JOLT  1,  1995  THROUGH  JUI8  30,  1996 


Huiber 

Ruaber 

Sllli 

im 

im 

11 

Resident  Fishing  Citizen 

10 

Resident  Citizen  Sporting 

1 

Resident  Fishing  (70  or  over) 

10 

Archery  Staap 

3 

Resident  Citizen  Bunting 

1 

Naterfovl  Staap 

10 

Resident  Citizen  Sporting 

3 

Priaitive  Firearas  Staap 

1 

Resident  Citizen  Sporting  (65-69) 

28 

Wildlands  Staap  Resident 

Total  Collected 

963.80 

Less:  Town  Clerk  Fees 

iS.5.5. 

Total  To  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 

aiui 
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GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


PUBLIC  SAFETY 


AMBULANCE 

DOG  OFFICER 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


Oakham  Fire  Department  Ambulance 


Annual  Report  1 996 


During  1996  the  resonsibilites  of  the  ambulance  was  transferred  from  under  the  Police 
Department  jurisdiction  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Fire  Department,  because  of  similarities 
between  the  training  of  the  Fire  Department  and  The  Ambulance  Squad.  The  service 
provided  to  the  town  has  not  and  will  not  change. 

During  1996  the  Oakham  Fire  Department  Ambulance  responded  to  104  calls  for  service, 
up  from  60  the  previous  year  Following  is  the  breakdown  of  these  calls: 

50  Medical  emergency  calls 

13  Mutual  aid  calls  to  other  towms 
2  New  England  Life  Flight  calls 

14  Fire  department  assist  calls 
4  Community  service  calls 

17  No  transport  calls 
4  Mutual  aid  from  other  towns 

Medicompt,  Inc.,  the  billing  service  we  use  for  our  third-party  billing,  has  done  a  great  job 
collecting  from  the  various  insurance  companies  and  patients  for  the  town  of  Oakham. 
These  moneys,  along  with  the  money  received  from  the  Holden  Hospital  Resolution,  help 
provide  Oakham  with  it’s  own  ambulance  service. 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health,  Office  of  Emergency  Services,  inspects 
and  certifies  ambulances.  Each  ambulance  is  inspected  every  two  years.  Our  12  year  old 
ambulance  was  inspected  on  February  2,  1996.  At  that  time,  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  certified  the  ambulance  but  also  “strongly  recommended”  that  we  purchase  a  new 
one. 

The  Oakham  Ambulance  Service  is  always  looking  for  new  members.  We  offer 
reimbursement  for  E.M.T  courses,  and  per-run  pay  for  technicians  on  each  call.  Please 
contact  me,  or  any  other  squad  member,  if  you  are  interested  in  joining  the  squad 

Respectfully, 

Michael  S.  Macuga 
Ambulance  Director 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DOG  OFFICER 


The  following  is  a  suioary  of  calls  handled  this  past  year 

27  dogs  lost 
33  dogs  found  or  placed 
7  reported  hit  by  cars 
1  destroyed  (due  to  parvavirous) 

29  coaplaints 
26  cat  calls 

18  aiscellaneous  requests 

Please  continue  to  vaccinate  your  dogs  and  cats  against  rabies.  Oahhao  has  been,  until  last  suoaer, 
one  of  only  thirteen  Towns  in  the  State  to  not  have  a  confiraed  rabies  positive  case.  That  changed 
last  May  when  a  silk  raccoon  was  subaitted  to  the  State  Lab  for  testing,  it  was  found  positive. 
Luckily  the  dog  that  caae  in  contact  with  the  raccoon  was  fully  vaccinated  and  leashed  so  exposure 
was  ainiaal.  The  dog  received  a  rabies  booster  and  was  quarantined  for  45  days.  Reaeaber,  rabies 
cannot  be  cured,  only  prevented.  If  you  have  a  question  regarding  your  pets  vaccination  status, 
please  consult  your  Veterinarian. 

Dog  licenses  need  to  be  renewed  on  a  yearly  basis.  Each  year  your  current  license  expires  on  March 
31th.  Reainders  are  published  in  the  Morcester  Telegraa  and  Barre  Gazette,  as  well  as,  broadcast  on 
the  Oakhaa  cable  channel.  Due  to  our  atteapts  to  spend  a  liaited  budget  directly  on  the  aniaals  we 
provide  services  for,  i£  dfl  SiiL  uil  individual  reainders.  Please  aake  a  not  on  your  calendar. 

Licenses  aay  be  obtained  during  regular  business  hours  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office.  The  fee  is 
$11.00  for  unneutered  dogs  and  $7.00  for  neutered  dogs.  Bring  your  rabies  certificate  for  each  dog 
being  licensed. 

To  contact  the  Dog  Officer  or  Assistant  Dog  Officer,  please  call  the  police  Dispatch  nuaber  882- 
3347  . 

Respectfully  subaitted, 

Nancy  Dahn,  Dog  Officer 

Pat  Foley,  Assistant  Dog  Officer 
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OAK 


Oakham  Fire  Department 

P.O.  Box  10 
178  Barre  Road 

Oakham,  Massachusetts  01068-0010 


1996  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Chief  of  Department 
Richard  B.  Howe 


The  Fire  Department  responded  to  seventy  three  incidents  during 
fiscal  '96.  The  numbers  for  each  type  of  incident  vary  from 
year  to  year  but  the  types  are  the  same  except  for  one,  Carbon 
Monoxide.  Just  two  years  ago  there  were  no  Carbon  Monoxide 
incidents  but  then  a  detector  was  put  on  the  market  and  the 
calls  for  Fire  Department  response  rose  dramatically.  In  the 
future  there  is  hope  that  they  will  be  in  all  homes,  as  are 
smoke  detectors,  because  they  do  save  lives. 

As  in  the  past  few  years  during  Fire  Prevention  Week  in  October, 
Captain  Thomas  McCaffery  and  several  volunteers  gave  a  day  from 
their  busy  schedules  and  visited  Oakham  Country  Day  School  and 
the  Oakham  Center  School  with  our  fire  prevention  and  safety 
message . 

Training  is  an  essential  ingredient  for  the  present  and  the 
future  of  the  Fire  Department.  As  our  department  does  not  have 
calls  on  a  daily  basis,  it  is  vital  that  we  maintain  our  skills 
through  training.  We  have  achieved  this  by  attending  National 
and  Massachusetts  Firefighting  Academy  courses,  by  hiring 
professional  teachers  and  by  in-house  instruction  by  our  own 
capable  Fire  Department  Officers.  Training  is  the  one  constant 
element  within  the  Fire  Department  and  we  can't  get  enough  of 
i  t . 


As  the  fiscal  year  drew  to  a  close,  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
was  held.  The  generous  people  of  Oakham  voted  money  to  build 
a  new  Municipal  Building  which  will  house  the  Highway  and  Fire 
Departments.  The  existing  Fire  Station  will  be  renovated  for 
the  Police  Department.  We,  in  the  Fire  Department,  look  forward 
to  occupying  this  building.  In  other  action  at  the  Town  Meeting, 
it  was  voted  to  merge  the  Ambulance  Squad  with  the  Fire 


Department  to  become  the  Oakham 
The  Fire  Department  responded  to 


Auto  Accidents  1 4 
Ambulance  Assists  10 
Brush  Fires  6 
Carbon  Monoxide  6 
False  Alarms  1 
Hazardous  Materials  1 
Investigations  1 
Life  Flight  1 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Richard  Howe 
Fire  Chief 


ire  Department  Ambulance, 
the  following  incidents: 


Mutual  Aid  1 1 

Power  Lines  Down  6 

Public  Service  2 

Propane  Leak  1 

Structure  Fire  1 1 

Vehicle  Fires  1 5 

(13  were  at  one  incident) 
Burning  Permits  460 
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RKPOtT  OF  TBS  HI6BVA7  SDPSRIHTBIDBrr 


Fiscal  1996  was  once  again  a  busy  year  for  the  Highway  Departnent. 

Nork  consisted  aainly  of  bituainous  patching,  spot  graveling,  drainage,  scraping,  grading,  sweeping, 
road  side  aowing,  lawn  reseeding  and  line  striping.  Additionally,  various  rods  were  repaved.  The 
winter  of  1995/1996  left  us  with  record  snowfall  once  again.  The  Town  received  funds  froi  PEMA  and 
MEMA  to  help  balance  our  snow  and  ice  budget. 

Piiocifile  itBM  ol  eguipaeat  oiM  by  tM  Im  m  m  follows: 

1  1959  Austin  Nestern  Grader 
1  1985  Cat.  IT  28  Loader 
1  1989  International  Diesel  Duip  Truck 
1  1983  L-8000  Ford  Truck 
1  1990  F250  Ford  4  M.D.  Pickup  Truck 
1  1965  John  Deere  Tractor  w/aower 
1  1989  Torwel  6  c.y.  S.S.  Autoaatic  Sander 
1  1984  Torwel  8  c.y.  Autoaatic  Sander 
1  Vee  type  Snow  Plow 
6  One-way  snow  plows 
1  8'  Reversible  Snow  Plow 
1  Motor  driven.  Truck  Drawn,  Road  Sweeper 

1  1/2  bag  ceaent  aiier 

2  chain  saws 

1  Surveyors  Transit 
1  5  H.  P.  Air  Coapressor 
1  Husqvarna  Grass  Triaaer-Brush  Cutter 
1  Husqvarna  Lawn  Tractor  Mower  1  !-Mark  Coaaercial  Lawn  Mower 
1  1996  International  Diesel  Duap  Truck 
1  9'  Reversable  Snow  Plow 


Respectfully  subaitted. 


C. Kevin  Currier 
Highway  Superintendent 
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Town  of  Oakham 

Oakham  Police  Department 

1  Ware  Corner  Road,  Oakham,  Massachusetts  01068 
Telephone  (508)  882-3347  Dispatch  (508)  886-2115 


David  I.  Galena 
Chief 


REPOST  OF  TEE  POLICE  DEPARTMEHT 


The  Oakhan  Police  Department  followed  the  rest  of  the  country,  in  a  decrease  in  crime  and  calls 
for  service.  In  1996  we  answered  a  total  of  611  calls  for  service.  This  number  reflects  a  decrease 
of  6i  from  1995.  In  1995  we  answered  a  record  breaking  651  calls  for  service.  Hopefully,  this 
trend  will  continue.  Hy  concern  now  is  not  the  number  of  calls  we  answer  but  the  type  of  calls.  In 
the  spring  of  1995  we  had  an  armed  robbery  where  a  shot  was  fired.  Ee  seem  to  be  investigating  more 
violent  types  of  crime.  Investigations  started  in  Oakham  has  had  our  officers  visiting  all  six  of 
the  Hew  England  States.  Officers  of  this  department  have  worked  with  many  other  agencies  conducting 
investigations,  including,  D.S.  Internal  Revenue  Service,  Criminal  Investigation  Division,  D.S. 
Immigration  and  Neutralization  Service,  Apprehension  unit,  Bureau  of  Alcohol  Tobacco  and  firearms, 
D.S.  Customs  Service,  Hass.  State  Police,  Hass.  Parole  Board,  Arrest  Div.,  Hass.  Division  of  Pood 
and  Agriculture,  and  H.S.P.C.A. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  investigations  we  conducted  over  the  last  year: 


Arrest  24 
Operating  under  the  influence  (alcohol)  4 
Larceny  over  $250  8 
Larceny  Under  $250  2 
Vandalism  6 
Domestic  Violence  10 
Abuse  &  protection  orders  served  39 
Burglar  alarms  64 
Breaking  &  Entering  (homes)  1 
ChSlA  Abuse  6  Neglect  (children)  5 
Controlled  Substance  (drugs)  9 
Armed  Robbery  l 
Hotor  Vehicle  Accidents  20 
Indecent  Assault  &  Battery  2 
Prostitution  2 
Computer  Crime  1 


In  December  of  1995  the  town  went  on  line  with  the  new  enhanced  911  system,  (B-911)  Hhile  the 
citizen  have  seen  no  change  in  the  phone  system,  we  have.  Now  when  a  resident  calls  911  we  receive 
on  a  computer  screen  the  name,  address,  phone  number,  and  if  there  is  any  firearms  in  the  house. 
The  system  works  wonderful  if  the  person  on  the  phone  can  not  speak  or  has  fallen. 

As  in  past  years  we  have  applied  for  and  received  a  number  of  grants.  These  grants  allow  us  to 
augment  our  operating  budget  with  extra  directed  deterrent  patrols  by  using  high  visibility  to  deter 
crime.  During  1996  we  received  three  grants  for  police  work,  two  from  the  State  and  one  from  the 
Federal  Government.  The  two  from  the  state  were  for  our  DARE  program  and  one  for  Community 
Policing.  The  third  grant  was  a  Federal  Block  grant  to  combat  juvenile  offenders. 
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The  D.A.R.E.  progran  continues  to  be  a  great  success.  In  the  fall  we  started  our  largest  class 
yet.  This  spring  ve  graduated  38  sixth  graders.  Sergeant  David  Halsdroff  has  been  an  outstanding 
D.A.R.E.  officer,  he  likes  the  students  and  they  like  hii.  Most  of  the  other  officers  have  been  at 
the  school  during  the  year  either  doing  school  safety  work  or  on  cotBsunity  reading  day. 

In  June  of  1996  the  town  voted  to  build  a  new  nunicipal  building  for  the  Fire  Departaent  and 
Highway  Departaent.  The  Police  Departaent  will  aove  into  the  Fire  station  and  that  will  be  our  new 
hoae.  I  want  to  personally  thank  the  residents  for  voting  to  fund  this  project  and  it  will  allow  us 
to  aove  into  a  facility  with  2500  Sq.  feet  of  space  froa  less  than  200  sq.  ft. 

All  officers  attend  aandatory  training  each  year  and  aost  take  advanced  training  on  there  own 
tiae  in  aany  specialized  areas  of  criainal  justice.  This  has  been  the  first  year  we  have  been  able 
to  pay  officers  for  training. 

I  want  to  thank  the  residents,  finance  coaaittee,  and  the  Board  of  Selectaen  for  their  support 
and  help  we  have  received  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully, 

David  I.  Galena 

Chief  of  Police 
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GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


HUMAN  SERVICES 


ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 
BUILDING  INSPECTOR 
CEMETERY 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 
COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
LIBRARIAN 
LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 
LIBRARY  STUDY  COMMITTEE 
PARKS  &  RECREATION 
TREE  WARDEN 
VETERANS'  SERVICES 
WIRE  INSPECTOR 


ZONING  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 


SSPOST  OF  TH8  AMINAL  IHSP8CTOR 


Several  aniaal  heads  were  sent  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Laboratory  for  tests.  All  were  negative 
but  one.  That  one  is  the  only  rabid  animal  found  in  this  Town  since  I  took  over  in  the  early 
fifties. 

Investigations  28 
Quarantines:  10  days  each  7 
Quarantines:  45  days  to  6  months  6 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Henry  Stone 


REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDIIG  IISPECTOR  AHD  ZOlIRG  EIFORCSNERT  OFFICER 


I  hereby  submit  my  report  of  permits  issued  from  July  1,  1995  to  June  30,  1996. 


Total  Permits .  64 

Total  Certificates  of  Occupancy  Issued .  40 

Total  Residential  Units  .  9 


Permit  Breakdown 


Demolition .  1 

Signs  .  0 

Swimming  Fools  .  2 

Solid  Fuel  Burning  Stoves  .  5 
Additions  &  Alterations  ...  9 

Decks  &  Porches  .  8 

Sheds  .  7 

Garages  .  5 

Barns  .  6 


Business  (includes  additions 


and  alterations  .  0 

Annual  Certificates  for 

Public  Buildings  .  2 

One-Family  Homes  .  9 

Multi-Family  Homes  .  0 

Roofing  &  Siding  .  4 

Chimneys .  5 


Zoning  Activities 


Zoning  Hearings  Attended  .  0 

Zoning  Violations  Addressed  .  4 

Zoning  Citations  Formerly  Issued  .  0 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Ralph  M.  Dwelly 
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SKPOET  OF  TEE  CENSTSET  COMMITTEE 

During  Fiscal  1996  there  were  three  (3)  regular  burials  and  four  (4)  creaation  burials,  six  (6) 
burial  lots  were  sold  consisting  of  a  total  of  fourteen  (14)  graves.  Mowing  of  all  the  ceaeteries 
was  carried  out  in  the  usual  aanner. 

Eespectfully  subaitted, 

Wesley  Dwelly 
Maude  Stone 


EEPOET  OF  TBB  C0ISEEVATI08  COMMISSIOH 


Twelve  regular  public  aeetings  were  held,  six  of  which  had  a  guorua  of  aeabers.  In  addition  six 
public  hearing  were  scheduled. 

The  Coaaission  continued  with  its  work  in  the  Burrow  Brook  Area.  A  public  hearing  was  held  in  July 
along  with  a  joint  site  visit.  The  Dept,  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  served  as  consultants. 

The  Coaaission  issued  one  denial  which  was  appealed  to  the  Dept,  of  Environaental  protection.  A 
public  hearing  by  the  D.E.P.  was  held  at  the  site  in  question.  Area  residents  represented  the 
Coaaission.  A  superceeding  order  was  issued  on  our  denial.  The  Dept,  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 
sent  us  a  copy  of  its  denial  on  a  request  to  reaove  a  beaver  daa  on  Burrow  Brooks. 


Other  action  taken  by  the  Coaaission  included: 


1  Three  year  extension  perait  issued 

4  Site  visits  held 

1  Certificate  of  coapliance  issued 

2  Negative  deterainations  of  applicability  issued 

3  Public  bearings  conducted 

5  Notifications  of  forestry  cutting  plans  received. 

1  Call  regarding  trapping  and  the  proper  disposal  of 
beaver  reaains  received 


We  were  pleased  to  accept  the  aid  of  David  Caaeron  as  a  consultant.  While  doing  soae  field  work,  he 
reported  the  siting  of  'Jefferson  Salaaanders'  which  is  an  endangered  species. 


As  part  of  our  on  going  work,  we  researched  the  existence  of  an  Open  Space  Plan  for  Oakhaa,  but  none 
has  been  found.  We  will  continue  our  efforts  in  this  aatter. 

Eespectfully  subaitted. 


Hark  Blanchard,  Chairaan 

Ray  Zecco,  V/Chairaan 

Lucy  Tessnau,  Clerk 

C.  Joyce  Megarry,  Secretary 

Mark  Stellato,  Bnforceaent  Officer 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CODICIL  01  E6II6 


The  Council  on  Aging  held  its  eleven  regular  meeting  on  the  Third  Thursday  of  each  month  except  July 
at  7:00  p.m.  All  meetings  are  held  at  the  Senior  Center  of  the  Town  Hall. 

He  were  pleased  to  notice  a  steady  increase  in  the  Klderbus  ridership  this  year.  Anyone  needing  the 
services  of  the  Elderbus  for  medical  appointments  or  nutrition  shopping  need  only  call  24  hours  in 
advance  for  a  reservation.  In  addition  to  the  Elderbus,  the  Council  sponsored  two  shopping  trips  - 
one  in  November  to  Spag's  and  one  in  December  to  the  Natick  Mall. 

Thanks  once  again  to  the  Oakham  Lions  Club  and  the  Oakham  Congregational  Church,  we  were  able  to  co* 
sponsor  the  Annual  Valentine  Dinner.  Due  to  the  renovations  at  the  Church,  the  dinner  was  held  at 
the  Center  School.  This  put  extra  work  on  the  members  of  the  Church,  but  all  went  well.  Those 

present  enjoyed  a  piano  duet  by  Jenny  &  Lynn  Downer  and  a  performance  by  the  Children's  Choir. 

Members  of  Brownie  Troop  1447  made  Valentine  Cards  for  the  tables  and  many  young  people  from  the 
Church  helped  to  serve  the  dinner.  This  was  a  wonderful  evening  for  everyone  and  we  look  forward  to 
next  year's  event. 

The  annual  summer  picnic  was  held  at  the  nutrition  site  in  July.  The  weather  co-operated  nicely, 
the  food  was  good  as  was  the  company.  But,  without  a  doubt,  the  high  point  was  Leone  Daniel  playing 
several  selections  on  the  key  board!  Thank  you  Leone  for  adding  your  special  touch  and  talent  to 
the  picnic. 

Last  year  we  reported  the  renovations  to  the  kitchen  of  the  nutrition  site.  This  year  we  were  able 

to  install  a  new  ceiling  in  the  entry  way  to  the  site. 

Merton  Jacobson  was  nominated  by  the  Council  for  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Elder  Home  Care 
Services. 

Me  will  be  planning,  hopefully,  more  and  different  activities  for  next  year.  Me  could  use  your  help 
and  ideas.  Look  for  information  on  upcoming  events  in  the  Herald,  once  again  published  eleven  times 
by  our  good  friend  Maude  Stone. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lucy  Tessnau  Vic  Smichinski 

Ann  Troy  Jocelyn  Mile 

Shelly  Rutman 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

Last  year  we  welcomed  fifty- two  new  library  members.  Some  came  to  us  through  our  story  hours  and 
others  because  of  the  successful  Friends  of  the  Library  Campaign  and  other  activities  sponsored  by 
our  trustees  and  the  existing  Friends  group. 

Me  are  pleased  to  report  that  our  story  hours  remain  popular  and  we  continue  to  sponsor  these 
separate  meeting  times  each  week.  Two  year  olds  join  us  on  Tuesday  mornings  from  9:30  to  10:00, 
three  year  olds  from  10:00  to  11:00,  and  four  and  hve  year  olds  on  Thursdays  from  10:00  to  11:00 
a.m.  This  is  a  nice  way  for  both  mothers  and  children  to  meet  and  make  new  friends,  as  well  as 
expose  the  children  to  new  learning  experiences.  If  you  would  like  more  information  call  us  at  882- 
3372,  or  just  come  and  join  us. 
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Ne  also  coQtiDue  to  sponsor  a  suioer  reading  prograa  for  eleoentary  school  age  children.  This 
prograa  is  partially  supported  by  the  Central  HA  Regional  Library  Systea,  and  we  will  also  receive 
help  froB  the  Oakhaa  Arts  Council  this  year.  This  is  an  educational,  but  fun  prograa  and  is  a  great 
way  to  get  your  brain  in  gear,  before  school  starts  again. 

Probably  the  aost  iaportant  and  biggest  change  is  that  we  have  becoae  a  part  of  the  coaputer  set. 
The  systea  gives  us  speedy  accounts  of  what  is  and  what  isn't  available,  but  we  have  had  probleas 
that  have  put  us  off  line  as  well  as  on.  However,  at  present  we  are  ready  and  able  to  get  you  on 
line,  to  assist  with  hoaework  or  replay  the  last  Presidential  address  to  the  nation. 

Ne  Bay  be  a  saall  library  but  with  a  working  coaputer,  we  are  no  longer  confined  to  just  what  is 
within  these  walls.  If  it's  out  there,  we  can  help  you  find  it. 

Once  again,  I  wish  to  offer  our  thanks  to  the  aany  people  who  have  helped  the  Library  in  so  aany 
different  ways.  I  aa  deeply  appreciative  not  only  because  you  have  helped  the  library  offer  aore  to 
the  coaaunity,  but  because  working  together,  is  the  surest  way  to  build  and  keep  a  strong  healthy 
coaaunity. 

Respectfully  subaitted 
Maude  M.  Stone 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 


The  Library  Trustees  had  a  very  busy  and  exciting  year  and  burned  a  lot  of  aidnight  oil.  Hhat 
started  several  years  ago  as  repairing  the  steps  and  entry  becaae  a  grant  proposal  to  aake  the 
library  larger  and  accessible  to  everyone.  The  trustees  worked  very  hard  to  prepare  a  Five  Year 
Plan  and  a  Library  Long  Range  Plan.  These  are  very  coaplete  and  detailed  library  plans  and  were 
required  to  be  filed  with  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Library  Coaaissioners  before  tb  grant  process 
could  begin.  Froa  there  the  Trustees  and  the  Building  Coaaittee  launched  the  grant  writing  process 
for  the  library  and  spent  countless  hours  on  the  phone  and  at  the  typewriter/coaputer  aeeting 
deadlines.  Our  architect,  Max  Ferro,  of  the  Preservation  Partnership,  added  aany  finishing  touches. 
Our  bid  to  seek  town  support  at  a  special  town  aeeting  was  very  disappointing  after  so  auch  work  and 
the  honest  belief  that  this  was  indeed  necessary  and  the  tiae  to  take  advantage  of  the  grant 
opportunity  as  well  as  being  in  the  towns  best  interest.  The  second  atteapt  to  seek  support  was 
successful  at  the  annual  town  aeeting,  but  our  grant  application  was  weakened  by  the  lack  of  support 
early  in  the  process.  Although,  the  grant  was  not  funded,  the  trustees  have  been  asked  by  the  Mass. 
Board  of  Library  Coaaissioners  to  return  the  original  grant  for  reconsideration.  The  gliaaer  of 
hope  exists  that  new  legislation  will  provide  funding  for  aore  library  construction/renovations 
projects  and  that  Oakhaa  will  be  aaongst  the  ones  funded. 

During  the  calendar  year  of  1996,  Pat  Szafarowicz  retired  and  Susan  Turnbull  joined  the  teaa.  The 
Trustees  sold  discarded  and  donated  books  at  every  opportunity;  along  with  flags  at  Meaorial  Day,  at 
the  PAC  flea  aarket,  and  at  the  Olde  Tyae  Yankee  Fair  and  with  several  'readers  raffles'  at  the 
Church  Holiday  Fair.  Mrs.  Stone  aade  the  suaaer  reading  prograa  successful  and  fun  once  again  in 
the  end  of  August.  In  Septeaber,  the  Trustees  hosted  Mary  Towner,  a  graduate  student  froa  UCLA, 
studying  the  aigration  of  people  through  Oakhaa  in  the  1840 's,  visited  to  aeet  soae  of  the 
descendants  of  the  faaily  lines  that  she  has  been  tracing.  A  generous  donation  has  enabled  the 
Trustees  to  establish  the  Robert  Milee  Children's  Art  Festival  as  a  winter-tiae  children's  activity. 
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The  library  celebrated  National  Library  Neek  in  April  and  National  Children's  Book  Neek  in  Noveaber 
»ith  additional  evening  hours  each  night  of  those  weeks.  The  Annual  Library  Christaas  Tea  was  again 
a  success  with  Popps  the  Clown  and  the  Tree  Lighting  courtesy  of  the  Fire  Departaent.  The  Parks  and 
Recreation  Coaaittee  aade  their  announceaents  br  the  winners  of  the  Boae  Decorating  Contest  and  Mr. 
Henry  Stone  gave  the  library  two  voluaes  on  Prisoners  of  M.M.II.  The  Girl  Scout  prograa  held 
several  "Theater  Nights'  at  the  library  to  purchase  children's  books  for  the  library. 

The  Library  received  four  Oakhaa  Cultural  Council  grants,  two  in  support  of  the  Annual  Christaas 
Tea,  one  to  support  the  upcoaing  "A  Day  in  the  Life  of  Oakhaa*  photo  contest  during  the  Olde  Tyae 
Yankee  Fair  and  the  fourth  to  host  an  artist/poet  to  present  a  prograa  for  6-7  year  olds. 

The  library  is  now  connected  to  aany  other  libraries  in  central  Massachusetts  through  our  coaputer 
and  the  library  service  CMMars.  Me  hope  to  have  our  own  holdings  on-line  and  available  to  other 
libraries  in  the  near  future.  Mrs.  Stone  has  enjoyed  treaendous  success  finding  books  in  other 
aeaber  libraries  for  her  readers.  This  connection  also  provides  us  with  Internet  access. 

Story  Hour  continues  to  be  very  well  attended  for  all  three  age  groups.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  see 
these  little  children  becoaing  faailiar  with  the  library  and  the  wide  selection  of  books  available 
to  thea. 

The  Trustees  would  like  to  extend  our  special  thanks  to  Mrs.  Stone  and  her  assistant,  Mrs.  Anderson 
for  their  continued  hard  work  to  keep  up  with  the  deaands  of  the  library  and  always  having  a  saile 
on  their  faces.  Thanks,  also  to  their  spouses,  Fred  and  Pete,  for  their  continued  dedication.  It 
is  through  thea  and  Mr.  Johnson,  that  the  library  has  been  able  to  continue  to  do  so  auch,  for  so 
aany,  with  so  little. 

The  Friends  of  the  Library  have  been  a  treaendous  support  to  the  library  in  the  past  year.  The 
Friends  financed  the  inforaational  aailing  that  was  done  to  announce  the  library  grant  intention  and 
special  town  aeeting.  The  Friends  have  lovely  Library  Book  Bags  for  sale  at  the  library.  Artwork 
was  donated  by  town  artist  Elaine  Griffith.  The  Friends  hosted  the  very  successful  "Dungeon  of 
Death*  in  the  library  baseaent,  showing  off  the  space  available  for  expansion.  The  Boy  Scouts 
provided  free  popcorn  those  evenings.  Through  it  all,  the  Friends  have  kept  up  with  the  lucrative 
second  hand  clothing  sales  at  the  library.  And,  all  of  the  aoney  has  purchased  a  new  photocopy 
aachine  and  typewriter  for  the  library,  defrayed  grant  expenses  and  purchased  new  video  tapes  for 
all  to  enjoy.  It  is  a  saall  group  of  dedicated  individuals  and  they  have  done  a  supreae  job  of 
helping  the  Trustees  at  every  turn.  New  aeabers  are  always  welcoae. 

Mhat's  new  at  the  library  can  be  seen  on  our  boae  page  on  the  Morld  Hide  Meb: 
hhtp;\carver.holycro8S.edu\-dthistle\fobes.  Stop  by  for  a  visit  on  the  Meb,  or  better  yet,  coae  on 
in  and  get  a  book  and  see  what's  new  at  the  Library! 

Respectfully  Subaitted, 

Lois  Linehan 
Dawn  Thistle 
Susan  Turnbull 
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EEPOET  OF  THE  FOBES  MEMOEIAL  LIBEAEY  BOILDIIG  CONNITTEE 


At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  June  of  1995,  the  town  appropriated  $10,000.  for  architectural 
services  for  the  library.  Our  search  for  an  architect  began  with  several  neetings  over  the  suoaer 
to  work  on  the  advertiseient  needs  and  fomat  that  would  be  required  for  ads  to  be  placed  in  the 
Central  Eegistry  and  the  Norcester  Telegrai  and  Gazette.  These  ads  ran  in  August  and,  as  a  result, 
6  architectural  fins  subiitted  entries.  A  briefing  session  was  held  for  then  on  Septenber  19th 
with  two  fins  attending.  On  Saturday,  Hoveiber  4,  1995,  all  six  fins  were  interviewed.  An  hour 
was  allotted  to  each  fin,  with  the  for  their  presentations  and  our  pre-planned  questions.  Each 
fin  was  graded  by  the  neabers  of  the  building  consittee  and  the  trustees,  using  printed  foras.  The 
following  week,  the  coiaittee  and  the  trustees  oet  to  tabulate  the  grades  and  to  sake  our  selection. 
Max  Ferro  of  the  Preservation  Partnership  in  Mew  Bedford  was  our  choice.  All  of  the  firas  were 
notified  by  sail.  The  questionnaires  and  the  results  are  on  file  at  the  library. 

On  Hoveaber  30,  the  trustees  and  the  coaaittee  set  with  Max  Ferro  who  presented  us  with  prelhinary 
sketches  and  costs.  The  coaaittee  continued  to  aeet  during  the  winter,  working  on  the  building 
plans  and  assisting  Dawn  Thistle  and  Lois  Linehan  who  were  working  on  the  five-year  prograa.  This 
plan,  along  with  the  Letter  of  Intent  were  sent  to  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Library  Coaaissioners. 

In  January,  1996,  work  started  on  the  state  grant  itself.  Dawn  Thistle  and  Lois  Linehan  attended  an 
all  day  workshop  at  the  Littleton  Library  on  January  10,  1996.  Attendance  at  the  workshop  was 
mandatory  and  included  several  hours  of  instruction  and  the  receipt  of  the  grant  application  fom. 

On  February  6,  an  infomational  flyer  was  sent  to  the  Town  and  that  sane  evening  Brad  Miner  of  the 
TAG  staff  held  an  interview  at  the  library.  His  article  and  pictures  appeared  later  in  the 
newspaper.  On  February  9,  an  infomational  neeting  was  held  at  the  library  for  citizens  to  tour  the 
library  before  the  town  neeting  and  to  voice  any  questions  they  night  have.  On  February  12,  at  the 
Special  Town  Meeting,  Max  Ferro  nade  a  slide  presentation  showing  the  library's  nany  problens  and 
plans.  The  Town  was  asked  for  $160,000  to  natch  a  possible  state  grant.  The  article  was  anended  to 
read  that  the  noney  be  borrowed  only  if  the  grant  was  awarded.  The  article  was  passed  but  failed  to 
receive  the  necessary  two-thirds  najority. 

Nork  continued  on  the  grant,  with  Dawn  Thistle  and  Lois  Linehan  holding  several  neeting  to  work  on 
the  building  plan  and  several  nore  hours  working  on  the  other  sections  of  the  grant.  The  grant  was 
conpleted  and  sent  to  Boston  on  April  10,  in  tine  for  the  5pn  deadline. 

Acknowledgnent  was  received  forn  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Library  Connissioners  of  the  grant 
application.  All  our  requested  funding  has  been  deened  acceptable,  pending  the  finding  of  the 
Eeview  Board.  To  this  end,  a  nenber  of  the  Eeview  Tean  will  do  an  inspection  of  the  library  in  the 
coning  weeks. 

At  the  June  10,  1996  Annual  Town  Meeting,  the  Town  voted  to  incur  debt  up  to  $160,000.  contingent 
upon  the  awarding  of  a  state  grant.  The  connittee  wishes  to  thank  the  Towns  people  for  their 
continued  support. 

Respectfully  subnitted, 

Michael  Brunelle 
Lois  Linehan 
Ralph  Dwelly 
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REPORT  OP  THE  MUHICIPAL  BUILDIHG  STUDY  COMMITTEE 


The  Municipal  Building  Study  Coanittee  toured  the  fire  stations  in  Spencer  and  Rutland  during  the 
fall  of  1995.  The  purpose  was  to  get  a  better  idea  of  the  kind  of  building  that  would  best  suit  our 
fire,  highway,  and  police  departaents.  The  chairaan  of  the  coaaittee  kept  in  touch  with  our  state 
representative  Stephen  Brewer  concerning  a  proposed  bill  known  as  the  JeJuga  Bill  to  fund  public 
safety  coaplexes. 

During  the  winter  and  spring  the  coaaittee  aet  with  aeabers  of  the  fire  departaent,  the  highway 
superintendent,  and  the  police  chief  to  get  their  input  on  their  departaent  needs  in  the  proposed 
new  building.  When  funding  froa  the  State  looked  like  it  would  be  at  least  three  to  four  years  down 
the  road,  the  coaaittee  with  the  recoaaendations  of  the  Board  of  Selectaen  and  the  Finance 
Coaaittee,  decided  to  present  the  project  to  the  Town  at  the  annual  town  aeeting  for  funding  froa 
the  Town.  If  the  proposed  Jejuga  Bill  stays  as  written,  any  aunicipality  could  apply  for  the  state 
reiaburseaent  even  if  their  project  was  already  coapleted. 

Dan  Poulin  Construction  aet  with  the  coaaittee  in  April  1996.  His  coapany  sells  pre-engineered 
steel  buildings.  The  coaaittee  worked  on  a  floor  plan  for  each  departaent  to  present  to  Poulin 
Construction  who  prepared  preliainary  drawings  of  the  project  to  present  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

The  coaaittee  requested  three  articles  to  be  on  the  warrant  for  the  1997  Annual  Town  Meeting.  The 
first  article  was  to  hear  the  progress  report  of  the  coaaittee.  The  second  article  requested  $2,500 
for  bid  drawings.  The  third  article  requested  the  Town  fund  through  borrowing  $550,000  for  a  new 
coabination  highway  and  fire  building  and  renovations  of  the  existing  fire  station  for  the  police 
departaent.  Both  of  these  articles  requesting  funding  were  approved  by  the  voters.  This  coaaittee 
thanks  the  residents  for  their  support. 


Respectfully  subaitted. 


Lionel  Lajoie,  Chairaan 
Denis  delaGorgendiere 
Denis  Dillon 
Michael  Russ 

Ellenor  Downer,  Recording 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PARIS  AHD  RSCREATIOH  COMMITTEE 


The  Parks  and  Recreation  Coaimittee  sponsored  aany  activities  for  Oakhai  residents  during  the  fiscal 
period  July  1,  1995  through  June  30,  1996. 

Eighty-nine  children  attended  swiataing  lessons  at  Coldbrook  Country  Club  pool,  the  first  two  weeks 
in  July.  A  Pun  in  the  Sun  program  was  held  at  the  Oakham  Town  Hall  during  the  week  of  July  17. 
Forty-two  children  participated  in  this  program  which  included  crafts,  games,  a  performance  by 
storyteller  John  Porcino  (funding  provided  by  the  Oakham  Arts  Council  grant),  snacks,  scavenger 
hunt,  and  a  family  cook  out  on  the  final  day. 

The  Committee  sponsored  a  scarecrow  contest  on  October  21  and  22  on  the  Common.  There  were  four 
categories;  trahtional,  scariest,  unique,  and  children's.  A  Halloween  parade  of  'trick  or 
treaters'  marched  from  the  Town  Hall  to  the  Oakham  Center  School  on  October  29.  Members  of  the 

Oakham  Fire  Department  judged  costumes,  and  the  crowd  enjoyed  cider  and  doughnuts. 

The  Committee  sponsored  and  judged  the  holiday  house  decorating  contest  on  December  9.  The  prizes 
in  the  three  categories  (most  traditional,  Christmas  spirit,  and  children's  choice)  were  awarded  at 
the  Fobes  Memorial  Library  annual  Christmas  Tea  on  December  10. 

The  Committee  planned  the  Memorial  Day  activities  on  May  27.  The  day  began  with  driving  around  to 

the  various  cemeteries  in  Town  to  place  flags  on  the  graves  of  veterans  of  all  wars.  The  parade 

lined  up  at  Deacon  Allen  Drive  and  proceeded  to  the  common.  Duncan  Stewart,  a  Marine  veteran  of  the 
Vietnam  War,  spoke  at  the  ceremony. 

The  fishing  derby  originally  scheduled  in  June  was  canceled  due  to  a  conflict  with  Lake  Dean  clean 
up  day.  The  Old  Tyme  Yankee  Fair  ended  the  activities  sponsored  by  this  committee  for  fiscal  year 
1996.  A  doll  carriage  parade,  a  road  race,  a  chicken  barbecue,  bonfire,  soap  box  derby,  pie  eating 
contest,  and  many  games  were  activities  held  during  the  fair  on  Saturday,  June  22.  Prudence  and  the 
Ploughboys  entertained  in  the  Town  Hall  parking  lot  during  the  evening  on  Friday,  June  21.  The 
Oakham  Arts  Council  grant  funded  this  popular,  local  group. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Nancy  Apholt 
Marth  Boutin 
Ellenor  Downer 
Lisa  Martone 
Carrie  McCaffrey 
Liz  Sansoucy 
Chris  Toomey 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 

We  are  pleased  to  submit  this  report  of  the  Oakham  Planning  Board  for  1 996,  the  39th  report  since 
the  Board  was  established  by  the  voters  in  1958.  Regularly  scheduled  meetings  are  currently  held 
at  the  Town  Hall,  on  the  third  Monday  of  each  month.  Public  hearings  are  advertised  with  the  Legal 
Notices  in  the  Worcester  Telegram  and  the  Barre  Gazette:  hearing  notices  are  also  posted  at  the 
Town  Hall,  the  Post  Office,  the  Route  148  Convenience  Store,  and  the  Oakham  Country  Store. 

ANR  /  "Approval  Not  Required"  Plans 

One  ANR  subdivision  plan  was  presented  to  the  Board  for  review,  for  a  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  tract 
of  69  acres.  The  plan  was  In  compliance  with  the  Town’s  subdivision  bylaw  requirements  for 
frontage  and  area,  and  was  signed  by  the  Board  members. 

Special  Permits 

Responding  to  requests  for  Special  Permit  uses  addressed  in  the  Town  Bylaws,  the  application  and 
hearing  process  resulted  in  the  approval  of  four  new  Special  Permits. 

Proposed  "Retirement  Village"  Bylaws 

The  Planning  Board  held  a  public  hearing  on  a  proposal  by  an  Oakham  resident  to  add  a  new  set  of 
town  bylaws  which  would  authorize  the  Planning  Board  to  issue  a  Special  Permit  for  a  "Retirement 
Village"  on  any  tract  of  land  20  acres  or  larger.  After  presentation  and  discussion,  consensus  of  the 
150  townspeople  attending  was  all  but  10  against  the  proposed  bylaw  changes.  The  proposal  must 
next  be  brought  to  a  vote  at  a  Special  Town  Meeting,  to  be  scheduled  in  1997  by  the  Selectmen. 

Following  the  hearing,  the  Planning  Board  prepared  a  report  and  recommendation  to  Town  Meeting 
to  vote  against  the  proposed  "Retirement  Village"  bylaws.  A  full  report  is  available  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Of  primary  concern  to  the  Planning  Board  is  that  Oakham's  1976  bylaw  creating  a  minimum  lot  size 
of  3  acres  and  300  foot  frontage  would  remain  in  force  for  individual  lots,  but  would  be  circumvented 
by  anyone  developing  20  acres  or  more  under  the  proposed  "Retirement  Village"  bylaws,  which 
would  allow  a  maximum  density  equivalent  to  16  homes  per  3  acres,  or  106  homes  on  20  acres. 

The  town's  entire  subdivision  bylaw  would  also  be  circumvented.  Subdivisions  which  propose  the 
creation  of  new  complying  3/300  lots  through  the  construction  of  new  town-acceptable  roads 
generate  a  detailed  process  of  town  review  and  control,  including  public  hearings  at  several  steps. 
But,  under  the  proposed  "Retirement  Village"  bylaws  stipulating  a  minimum  land  area  of  7,000  SF 
per  residence,  a  developer  would  need  only  a  Special  Permit  to  construct  a  typical  open-housing 
subdivision  with  lot  sizes  of,  say,  1/2  acre,  with  token  age  restrictions  and  a  "Retirement  Village" 
label.  Although  any  "Retirement  Village"  could  have  a  density  of  as  many  as  106  homes  per  20 
acres,  there  is  no  limit  to  the  overall  size  or  number  of  residences  in  any  "Retirement  Village",  nor  to 
the  number  of  "Retirement  Villages"  that  could  be  approved  by  the  Planning  Board.  No  provision  is 
made  for  the  long-term  and  overall  town  impact  of  drawing  the  required  volume  of  water  out  of  the 
ground  or  disposing  the  resulting  volume  of  treated  sewage  water  into  the  ground. 

Revision  of  the  Town  Bylaws 

The  "Retirement  Village"  proposal  raises  again  the  critical  issues  of  examing  and  updating  the 
town's  zoning  and  other  bylaws.  Should  Oakham  have  a  bylaw  for  Elderly  Housing,  limiting  the 
number  of  residents  and  the  number  of  locations?  Should  Oakham  have  a  bylaw  for  "Cluster 
Housing",  allowing  smaller  lots  in  a  "Cluster  Housing"  development  but  limiting  the  total  number  of 
homes  to  the  same  number  as  the  tract  would  accommodate  as  3/300  lots?  Should  Oakham  have 
more  than  one  type  of  zoning,  to  establish  specific  locations  for  business,  light  manufacturing,  and 
denser  housing?  Should  Oakham  change  the  list  of  Special  Permit  provisions  to  prohibit  certain 
land  uses  which  residents  may  never  wish  to  be  allowed  in  Oakham  under  any  circumstances  (for 
example,  the  commercial  disposal  of  rubbish,  medical  waste,  low-level  radioactive  waste;  bars; 
rock  concert  facilities;  adult  entertainment).  Residents'  written  comments  are  welcome. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Denis  delaGorgendiere,  Chairman 

Tom  Hughes  Kevin  Drolet 
Peter  Clifford  Phillip  Warbasse 
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EEPOET  OF  THE  TEEE  HAEDEH 


Several  diseased  or  dead  trees  were  reaoved  during  the  Fiscal  Year  1996  by  Massachusetts  Electric 
tree  crews  at  no  cost  to  the  Town. 


Respectfully  subaitted, 


Mesley  H.  Dwelly, 


EEPOET  OF  THE  VETEEAI'S  A6ERT 


The  Departaent  of  Veteran's  Services  aanage  and  overseas  a  aunicipal  benefit,  entitleaent 
prograa.  This  prograa  is  adainistered  by  Veteran's  Directors,  Agents  in  every  City,  Town  or 
District  in  the  Coaaonwealth.  It  provides  for  eaergeocy  financial  assistance  for  food,  clothing, 
shelter,  health,  and  aedical  benefits  to  eligible  war  tiae  veterans  and  their  dependents.  To  locate 
and  oversee  the  graves  of  these  veteran's  in  the  Town  of  Oakhaa  so  respect  is  given  to  those  who 
gave  the  ultiaate  price  for  freedoa. 

I  belong  to  as  aany  veterans  groups  as  ay  service  allows  to  keep  in  touch  with  what  is  going  on  in 
the  Veteran's  organizations.  Approxiaately  5,000  veterans  and  dependents  will  be  aided  in  1996  and 
1997.  Rules  and  laws  are  being  changed  and  updated  every  year,  any  questions  call  882-5567. 

Thank  you  for  allowing  ae  to  be  of  service. 

Respectfully  subaitted. 


Leonard  N.  Hardy,  Jr., 

US  AF  Vietnaa  Vet.  1958  k  1963 


BSPORT  OF  THE  IIBE  IHSPECTOR 


For  the  period  of  July  1,  1995  through  June  30,  1996  I  received  thirty-seven  permits  for  electrical 
inspections.  The  inspections  included  the  following; 


8  new  dwellings 
3  additions 
2  garages 

2  swioning  pools 
1  furnace 

5  water  heaters 

3  service  change 

1  second  floor  wiring 


4  temporary  services 
1  studio/barn 
1  workshop/office 
1  sewer  pump 

1  smoke  and  heat  detectors 

1  computer  outlet 

2  campground  services 

1  air  conditioning/heating 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Leslie  Downer 


REPORT  OF  THE  Z0IIR6  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 


Members  of  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  attended  the  Annual  meeting  of  regional  Zoning  Boards  to 
remain  current  with  the  laws  and  procedures. 

The  Zoning  Board  held  three  public  hearings  this  year  and  granted  the  following: 

1  driveway  variance 

1  variance  for  a  structure  within  50'  of  a  boundary 
1  variance  of  a  garage  within  40'  of  a  road 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Lucy  Tessnau,  Chairman 
Leroy  Spinney,  Vice  Chairman 
Gunter  Mueller,  Clerk 
Carol  Spinney,  Alternate 
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SCHOOLS  AND  EDUCATION 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

QUABBIN  REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 

OAKHAM  CENTER  SCHOOL 

QUABBIN  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
ANNUAL  RATE  OF  REGULAR  COMPENSATION 


SBPOET  OF  THE  SCHOOL  CONNinSK 


As  the  year  coses  to  a  close  we  are  able  to  see  the  cospleted  high  school  building  and  loolc  forward  to  its 
use  as  the  siddle  school  renovations  begin.  The  cospletion  of  the  project  has  been  relatively  probles  free 
(except  for  bidding  to  resove  a  surplus  generator)  and  all  who  have  seen  the  facility  are  pleased  with  the 
environient  for  learning  that  it  creates.  Negotiations  have  been  cospleted  with  the  Town  of  Barre  for  a 
sewer  tie*in  that  seess  to  provide  reasonable  cospensation  for  the  Town  while  averting  an  acrisonious  debate 
which  would  have  delayed  the  opening  of  the  school  and  added  significant  unanticipated  costs. 

The  greatest  debate  this  year  has  centered  on  conditions  of  educational  refors,  related  to  increased  tise 
for  acadesic  activities  (tise  on  learning) .  These  regulations  and  related  guidelines  have  prospted  sany 
school  districts  to  consider  revised  schedules  with  longer  and  fewer  periods  in  the  school  day  (block 
scheduling).  As  the  school  year  closes  and  after  ouch  debate,  the  district  has  adopted  a  block  schedule  for 
the  Middle/High  school  to  begin  in  the  fall.  Concern  for  the  effect  of  longer  periods,  fewer  subjects  per 
seaester,  and  conpletion  of  an  entire  year's  coursework  for  a  subject  within  half  a  year  (as  well  as  the 
longer  lapse  before  the  student  revisits  that  naterial  in  the  next  year)  has  lead  to  the  developaent  of 
schedules  to  evaluate  the  effects  of  the  schedule  on  acadenic  perfomance,  discipline,  and  truancy 
throughout  the  year.  He  anxiously  hope  the  potential  benefits  in  terns  of  the  chance  for  aore  in-depth 
instruction  and  practice  as  well  as  less  "down-tiae"  are  realized.  Contributing  to  our  optiaisa  is  the 
enthusiasB  of  a  core  of  teachers  and  staff  who  are  preparing  revised  plans  and  leading  their  colleagues  at 
this  tiae. 

Concerns  raised  by  parents  last  year  about  the  effects  of  absences  on  staffing  at  the  graaaar  school  led  to 
the  inclusion  of  an  additional  instructional  aid  in  this  year's  budget.  Whether  this  has  been  a  contributor 
or  not,  it  has  been  a  relatively  quiet  year  for  students  and  faailies  at  Oakhaa  Center  School.  A  change  in 
bus  coapanies  leaves  soae  eleaentary  faailies  with  concerns  for  saooth  transitions  in  the  fall. 

Ne  close  the  year  with  a  sense  of  relief  that  our  concerns  in  this  tiae  of  transition  have  caused  us  aore 
trouble  than  reality  has  and  grateful  that  students,  teachers  and  staff  have  worked  so  hard  to  aake  new 
schools,  schedules,  and  prograas  work  so  well  at  the  eleaentary  and  secondary  school  level.  Ne  look  forward 
with  guarded  optiaisa  toward  the  changes  for  the  coaing  year. 

Respectfully  subaitted, 


Dr.  Thoaas  Tashjian 
Narna  Mucha 
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QUABBIN  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

Barre  •  Hardwick  •  Hubbardston  •  New  Braintree  •  Oakham 

ADMINISTRATION 

Maureen  M.  Marshall,  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Donald  F.  Raffier,  Director  of  Administrative  Services 
R.  Cherie  Majoy,  D.Ed.,  Director  of  Special  Services 

OAKHAM  CENTER  SCHOOL 

Duncan  Stewart,  Principal 

QUABBIN  REGIONAL  MIDDLE/SENIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Joseph  Maga,  Associate  Principal 
Thaddeus  Gumula,  High  School  Dean  of  Students 
Su$anne  Musnicki,  Middle  School  Dean  of  Students 


1996  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  MEMBERSHIP 


Dr.  Richard  Allan 
Rebecca  Bottomley 
Fran  Gromelski 
Barbara  Hubbard 
Edward  Kelly 
Edward  Leonard 
Holly  Miner 
Mama  Mucha 
Gail  Raney 
Vincent  Ritchie 
Gordon  Smith 
Dr.  Thomas  Tashjian 
Peggy  Thompson 
Cheryl  Wolfe 


Barre 

Hardwick 

Barre 

Hubbardston 

Hardwick 

Hubbardston 

Barre 

Oakham 

Barre 

Hubbardston 
Barre 
Oakham 
New  Braintree 
Hardwick 


1996  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OFFICERS 


Chair,  Cheryl  Wolfe 
Vice-chair,  Holly  Miner 
Executive  Secretary,  Daisy  Widing 
Treasurer,  David  Johnson 
Parliamentarian,  Maureen  Marshall 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


The  1995-96  school  year  was  exciting  and  challenging.  It  was  marked  by  the 
construction  of  a  new  elementary  school  in  New  Braintree  and  the  beginning  of  the 
construction  and  renovation  project  at  the  Middle/High  School  complex  on  South 
Street  in  Barre.  The  support  for  and  encouragement  of  quality  schools  within  the 
Quabbin  communities  is  obvious  when  one  sees  the  beautiful,  yet  practical,  state- 
of-the-art  school  facilities  available  to  all  students  at  every  grade  level.  Such  a 
situation  is  indeed  rare,  but  greatly  appreciated  by  all  who  work  and  learn  In  the 
District. 

In  conjunction  with  the  building  projects,  each  school  has  been  equipped  with 
up-to-date  and  appropriate  technology.  Students  use  this  technology  not  only  to 
enhance  the  current  academic  program,  but  also  to  gain  the  skills  necessary  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  information  age  in  which  today’s  children  will  live  and 
work. 

In  1995-96,  educators  within  the  District  spent  many  hours  gaining  Insight  into 
the  new  requirements  of  state  educational  reform  initiatives  that  have  the  capacity 
to  change  significantly  the  “text”  of  classroom  Instruction.  New  time  and  learning 
requirements  challenged  teachers  and  administrators  to  restructure  the  academic 
day  to  Include  more  Instructional  time.  This  restructuring  enabled  schools  to  meet 
better  the  demands  of  children  who  come  from  diverse  and  often  unsettled 
backgrounds,  but  who  all  must  ultimately  master  and  embrace  behaviors,  skills 
and  knowledge  that  will  enable  them  to  be  productive  citizens  and  family  members 
in  an  increasingly  diverse  and  complex  society. 

The  District  schools  also  established  clear  and  far-reaching  K-12  educational 
program  development  plans  designed  to  ensure  the  District’s  compliance  with 
educational  reform  requirements.  For  example,  one  aspect  of  the  reform  requires 
(by  the  year  2001)  that  ajl  students  be  proficient  prior  to  graduation  In  both  English 
and  another  world  language.  Such  a  proficiency  requirement  means  that  a  world 
language  program  must  be  provided  at  all  levels:  elementary,  middle  and  high 
school,  if  students  are  able  to  demonstrate  mastery  In  a  world  language  in  order  to 
qualify  for  a  high  school  diploma.  This  is  only  a  single  example,  but  it 
demonstrates  that  statewide  educational  reform  has  caused  the  District  to  develop 
and  to  begin  the  implementation  of  a  program  that  will  enable  our  children  to 
compete  better  in  a  world  that  grows  “smaller”  every  year. 

Again  in  1995-96,  the  District’s  Naval  Junior  Reserve  Officer’s  Training  Course 
(NJROTC)  at  the  high  school  won  special  recognition  from  Washington  following 
an  outstanding  inspection  ceremony  evaluated  by  Naval  Command  personnel. 

Students  from  Quabbin  also  received  the  “Rookie  of  the  Year  Award”  at  an 
environmental  education  achievement  program.  Quabbin  is  the  only  school  In 
Massachusetts  that  requires  that  each  student  successfully  complete  an 
environmental  science  course  prior  to  graduation. 
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Members  of  the  community  have  also  been  v\/orking  with  science  teachers  at  the 
high  school  and  have  managed  to  acquire  sufficient  funding  through  a  Department 
of  Agriculture  grant  to  construct  a  free-standing  greenhouse.  Such  will  allow  the 
Institution  of  a  floral  management  program  for  students  In  grades  9-12  during 
school  year  1997-98. 

K-6  schools  worked  hard  to  continue  their  “hold"  on  an  outstanding  science 
program  that  has  historically  been  recognized  by  especially  high  standings  in 
statewide  testing  programs.  This  science  program  has  been  developed  by  local 
teachers  in  conjunction  with  personnel  from  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  using 
both  local  and  federal  grant  funds. 

Quabbln  continues  to  be  a  district  that  supports  and  gains  much  from  a  visiting 
author’s  program.  Shelly  Gill,  an  author  from  Alaska,  visited  the  Hubbarxlston 
Center  School  last  year.  During  her  visit,  she  met  with  students  and  teachers  and 
explained  her  career  as  well  as  her  writing.  In  addition,  a  local  author  taught  a 
grade  9  English  honors  program.  The  participation  of  such  “outside"  professionals 
strengthens  an  already  expansive  K-12  literature-based  language  arts  program. 
Annually,  this  language  arts  program  is  strengthened  and  showcased  by  a  poetry 
conference  hosted  by  Quabbln  for  all  high  schools  in  central  Massachusetts. 
James  Beschta,  a  member  of  the  English  Department  at  Quabbin  Regional  High 
School,  coordinates  this  exceptional  program. 

As  has  always  been  the  case,  the  District  continues  to  work  to  Improve  the 
quality  of  education  by  providing  students  with  more  opportunities  while 
simultaneously  Improving  student  achievement.  This  has  happened  because  of 
the  consistent  personal  and  financial  support  of  the  townspeople  for  the 
educational  programs  offered  to  students  within  the  Quabbin  Regional  School 
District.  Our  students  are  fortunate  since  they  have  the  opportunity  to  live  in 
communities  that  embrace  the  Idea  that  investment  In  the  futures  of  its  young 
people  is  one  of  the  town’s  most  important  responsibilities.  For  this,  we  who  work 
and  learn  within  the  District  schools  are  truly  grateful  and  especially  eager  to  build 
a  school  system  in  which  all  can  take  pride. 

Maureen  M.  Marshall 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

QUABBIN  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
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QUABBIN  REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 
END  OF  YEAR  REPORT 
1995-1996 


In  the  faR  of  1 995  Quabbin  Regional  High  School  opened  with  a  new  Administrattue  Team 
composed  of  Superintendent /Principal  Maureen  Marshall  Associate  Principal  Joseph 
Maga  Dean  of  Students  Thaddeus  Gumula  and  Supervisor  of  Curriculum  and  Instruction 
Cathleen  Scanlon.  New  faculty  members  included  Diane  Mammone,  teacher  of  Chinese, 
EUenGiUespie,  teacher  of  Latin,  French  and  Spanish,  and  Ashley  Howard,  Band  Director. 

The  double  session  schedule  required  high  school  students  to  be  in  attendance  from 
6:40  am  to  1:00  p.m 

The  decision  to  restructure  the  school  by  instituting  block  scheduling  was  made  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  Faculty  members  attended  conferences  and  inservice  training  sessions 
on  teaching  in  the  extended  time  block  and  visited  schools  operating  on  block  scheduling. 

High  school  teachers  began  to  implement  the  state  Curriculum  Frameworks.  Departments 
developed  three  year  plans  for  implementation  and  individual  teachers  began  revising 
units  to  incorporate  the  frameworks. 

The  following  activities  are  worthy  of  note: 

The  Annual  Poetry  Conference,  organized  by  English  teacher  Jim  Beschta 
was  held  at  Coldbrook  Country  Club.  The  oldest  conference  of  its  kind  in  the 
Commonwealth  welcomed  seventy-five  high  school  poets  from  fourteen  schools  in 
Central  Massachusetts. 

Quabbin  students  participated  in  the  Environthon  at  the  Quabbin 

Reservoir  for  the  first  time  winning  honors  as  an  Outstanding  Rookie 

Team  The  team  was  coached  by  Environmental  Science  teacher  Gwynne  Millar. 

The  Boston  Globe  Scholastic  Art  Awards  were  received  by  sixteen  students. 

At  the  MICA  Festival  this  year  the  Quabbin  Symphonic  Winds,  under  the  direction 
of  Ashley  Howard,  received  a  Bronze  Medal  Quabbin  Singers,  directed  by  Julie 
Freebem,  received  a  Merit  Medal 

Quabbin  Regional  High  School  students  were  very  successful  in  the  following  areas: 

Boys /Girls  Varsity  Soccer 
Girls  Varsity  Field  Hockey 

Varsity  Wrestling:  Dan  Medford  took  honors  as  the  171  lbs.  New  England  Wrestling 
Charrq)ion 

Boys /Girls  Varsity  Basketball 

Students  in  grades  nine  through  eleven  who  received  academic  and  achievement  awards 
were  honored  in  June  at  a  breakfast  where  they  received  their  awards. 
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Graduating  Seniors:  A  projile  of  the  129  graduates  of  the  Class  of  1996  reveals  a 
membership  which  includes  4%  entering  the  military;  19%  Joining  the  work  force;  296  our 
Foreign  Exchange  Students,  returning  home  to  their  native  lands.  It  is  also  worth  noting 
that  75%  of  the  members  of  the  Class  of  1996  will  continue  their  education  with  the 
assistance  of  167  scholarships  valued  at  $521,430  over  a  four  year  period 

This  has  been  an  exciting  year  of  anticipation  as  the  school  addition/ renovation  project 
took  shape.  We  lookforward  to  entering  a  modem,  well-equipped  facility  with  a  schedule 
and  a  curriculum  designed  to  meet  the  challenge  of  educating  students  for  the  world  of  the 
twenty-first  century.  We  appreciate  the  support  of  the  community  in  these  ejforts. 

Respectfully  submitted 


Joseph  F.  Maga 
Associate  Principai 


45 


OAKHAM  CENTER  SCHOOL 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL 
1995-96  SCHOOL  YEAR 

School  year  1995/96  seemed  to  be  one  of  constant  snow  fall.  A  total  of  ten  winter 
school  days  were  lost  to  storms.  Thanks  to  the  positive  action  of  the  Town,  the  school 
was  able  to  purchase  a  Kubota  tractor.  The  new  tractor  made  the  substantial  snow 
removal  much  more  efficient  and  effective.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  as  the 
make-up  days  of  school  dragged  on  late  into  June  we  found  staff  and  students  longing 
for  winter  conditions  ! 

After  a  one  year  absence,  September  of  1995  found  Mr.  Stewart  returning  as 
Principal  of  the  Oakham  Center  School.  Other  staff  changes  includcKi: 

Ms.  Karen  Miller  became  a  third  grade  teacher  as  Ms.  Nancy  Horrigan  was  in  Colorado 
on  a  professional  sabbatical. 

Mrs.  Anne  Briand  joined  our  staff  as  an  aide  in  the  Transitional  Kindergarten. 

Mrs.  Kelly  Gordon  assumed  the  position  of  Art  Teacher. 

Mrs.  Barbara  Crawford  Joined  the  custodial  staff. 

Mrs.  Marion  Lama rche  joined  our  cafeteria  staff. 

Among  the  notable  happenings  of  the  year  were: 

-  Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Robert  Pereira,  Instrumental  Music  and  Ms.  Laurel 
Manning,  Vocal  Music,  the  overall  music  program  of  the  school  continued  to 
grow.  Special  activities  of  the  program  included: 

The  band  and  chorus  joining  with  the  Anthony  S.  Sitkowsky  Elementary  School 
Band  of  Webster  on  May  16th  and  23rd  for  two  exchange  concerts. 

A  musical  recital  by  selected  students  was  presented  to  family  and  friends  on 
February  11th. 

The  band  and  chorus  presented  a  special  Holiday  Concert  on  December  11th. 

On  December  21st  students  of  grades  K-6  presented  an  All  School  Holiday 
Concert 

In  cooperation  with  the  Worcester  Children's  Theater,  students  of  grades  K-3 
along  with  Project  CREATE,  participated  in  a  week  long  series  of  theater 
workshops  during  the  first  week  of  May.  The  culminating  activity  was  the 
presentation  for  family  and  friends  of  "Frog  and  Toad  Are  Friends".  Funding  for 
this  project  was  provided  by  the  Arts  Lottery  Council,  the  Parents  Advisory 
Council  and  the  school. 

In  June,  Twenty-three  sixth  grade  students  successfully  completed  the  DARE 
program.  DARE  is  a  joint  effort  of  the  local  police  department  and  the  school. 

This  year  the  DARE  Officer  for  the  Oakham  Center  School  was  David  Hasidorff. 

Grades  3  &  5  once  again  participated  in  the  "Writing  About  History"  project  in 
conjunction  with  Old  Sturbridge  Village. 

Grade  6  hosted  the  annual  North  Brookfield/Oakham  math  tournament  on  June 
11th. 
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Under  the  guidance  of  Mrs.  Helen  Poirier,  the  5th  &  6th  Grades  served  at  the 
Elderly  meal  site  every  Thursday.  Three  of  our  students,  Caitlin  Kennedy, 
Michelle  Boudreau  and  Zachary  Thistle  represented  the  class  at  an  awards 
presentation  at  the  Worcester  Common  Outlets  in  early  April.  In  early  May,  as 
class  representatives  of  grades  5  &  6,  Dan  O'Keefe,  Jessica  Katz  and  Adam 
Metterville  received  the  Unsung  Hero  Award  for  community  service.  This  award 
was  given  out  by  Greater  Media  Cable  and  United  Way. 


As  always,  the  primary  focus  of  the  Oakham  Center  School  was  upon  helping 
students  strive  for  excellence.  The  1995-96  event-filled  school  year  culminated  in  the 
graduation  from  grade  six  of  23  young  men  and  women.  As  they  prepare  to  move  on  to 
middle  school,  we  are  confident  that  the  Oakham  Center  School  has  provided  them  with 
a  solid  foundation  for  the  future  ahead. 

We  look  forward  to  the  1996/97  school  year  when,  for  the  first  time  ever,  the 
Oakham  Center  School  will  have  two  classes  at  every  grade  level,  1-6.  Our  staff  and 
students  thank  the  community  for  the  support  given  to  us. 

ResoectfL”  ''  '  lifted. 


L 


Duncan  L.  Stewart 
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QUABBIN  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
ANNUAL  RATE  OF  REGULAR  COMPENSATION,  1996 


Adams,  Cheryl 

$51,069 

Afonso,  Nancy 

$36,713 

Allen,  Michael 

$12,738 

Anderson,  Margaret 

$13,500 

Anderson,  Maureen 

$40,712 

Anderson,  Patricia 

$43,030 

Anderson,  Rebecca 

$20,407 

Appleton,  Jane 

$44,310 

Arnold,  Lucinda 

$29,592 

Aronson,  Qavid 

$10,501 

Bart-Raber,  Kerry 

$17,958 

Bastarache,  James 

$25,823 

Beaudet,  Kristine 

$21,468 

Beaudry,  Danielle 

$20,407 

Bechan,  Helen 

$15,777 

Benedict,  Theola 

$30,440 

Bennett,  Katherine 

$13,362 

Benouski,  A.  Doreen 

$40,236 

Bergman,  Kristin 

$14,685 

Bernard,  Robin 

$  3,400 

Berthiaume,  Gail 

$24,126 

Berthiaume,  Valerie 

$11,401 

Berube,  Lynne 

$32,365 

Beschta,  James 

$46,049 

Beschta,  Mary 

$42,395 

Bethel,  Shannon 

$27,557 

Bettez,  Ernest 

$41,319 

Bohigian,  Eileen 

$43,560 

Bollard,  Roger 

$46,359 

Boissy,  Gail 

$  7,342 

Boissy,  Jill 

$28,959 

Bolger,  Sandra 

$30,541 

Boronski,  Chester 

$42,205 

Bourgeois,  Nancy 

$46,294 

Brandon,  Catherine 

$16,961 

Bray,  Marsha 

$44,179 

Bray,  Richard 

$58,146 

Brearley,  Deborah 

$23,813 

Brennan,  Janie 

$10,588 

Brewer,  Christine 

$28,575 

Briand,  Ann  Marie 

$12,800 

Briand,  Constance 

$13,787 
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Bristol,  Christine 
Brooker,  Virginia 
Brown,  Theodore 
Browne,  Kim 
Bryant,  Jacqueline 
Buck,  Gaylene 
Burnett,  William 
Carey,  Kyle 
Carlin,  Albert 
Carpenter,  Mark 
Castriotta,  Matthew 
Catelotti,  Diane 
Celona,  Richard 
Chapman,  Suann 
Chiasson,  Linda 
Cilley,  Paul 
Cirelli,  John 
Clough,  Barbara 
Colby,  Beverly 
Collins,  Joanne 
Comiskey,  Thomas 
Comptois,  Claire 
Connor,  Carol 
Consolmagno,  Teresa 
Conti,  Barbara 
Coons,  Kristen 
Coppolino,  Peter 
Cranston,  Patricia 
Crawford,  Barbara 
Creeden,  Cheryl 
Cresto,  Glenda 
Cure,  Sonia 
Cushing,  Helen 
Dahart,  Harold 
Dalve,  John 
Dansereau,  Molly 
Dauwalter,  Robin 
Daviau,  Christine 
Denny,  Sandra 
Derr,  Cheryl 
Deschamps,  David 
Desilet,  Kathleen 
Devine,  Gregory 
Dextradeur,  Dennis 
Dietrich,  Barbara 
Dignan,  Kenneth 
DiMartino,  Michele 
DiPierro,  Debbi 
DiRuzza,  Norma 
Dolan,  Charlotte 
Dougal,  Mary  Ann 
Doyle,  Kimberly 
Ducharme,  Denise 
Duhamel,  Joseph 


$36,680 

Dupill,  Patricia 

$12,725 

$29,592 

Durand,  Susan 

$30,611 

$47,035 

Dwelly,  Phyllis 

$33,839 

$28,593 

Ellis,  Karen 

$37,721 

$48,462 

Enos,  Evelyn 

$  9,831 

$  3,619 

Ericson,  Candace 

$11,452 

$39,969 

Ericson,  Catherine 

$  9,200 

$44,110 

Esty,  Kathleen 

$19,406 

$49,984 

Farrell,  Judith 

$  3,594 

$22,233 

Farrell,  Matthew 

$29,817 

$35,726 

Fay,  Cheryl 

$12,194 

$  6,062 

Femino,  Martha 

$48,877 

$22,942 

Ferguson,  Susan 

$28,575 

$32,543 

Fiske,  Denise 

$19,192 

$46,925 

Flagg,  Susan 

$29,153 

$47,469 

Foley,  Janet 

$41,712 

$  9,204 

Foy,  Jill 

$10,118 

$15,209 

Franklin,  Kellee 

$28,843 

’  $11,489 

Freebem;  Julie  Ann 

$20,050 

$41,995 

Fritscher,  Gerald 

$27,151 

$44,110 

Fritscher,  John 

$26,553 

$  3,492 

Fritscher,  Sandra 

$  9,997 

$12,581 

Frost,  Arthur 

$16,139 

$16,158 

Frost,  Margaret 

$48,462 

$38,756 

Frost,  Marilyn 

$45,138 

$37,300 

Gallant,  Jane 

$31,119 

$25,037 

Gancorz,  Carol 

$44,310  •. 

$41,995 

Gartner,  Victor 

$44,894 

$  9,084 

George,  Elizabeth 

$28,575 

$41,137 

George,  Sybil 

$15,256 

$  9,424 

Gillespie,  Ellen 

$28,734 

$43,767 

Glorias,  Claudia 

$44,903 

$28,575 

Goetz,  Gregory 

$32,386 

$22,233 

Gordon,  Kelly 

$19,641 

$41,295 

Gordon,  Peter 

$29,592 

$  3,400 

Grandone,  Roberta 

$50,873 

$41,110 

Granger,  Barbara 

$  7,801 

$41,111 

Guertin,  Frank 

$55,947 

$19,965 

Gumula,  Thaddeus 

$51,501 

$29,308 

Gumula,  Virginia 

$35,393 

$43,214 

Haddad,  Gita 

$42,866 

$  4,462 

Haley,  Christopher 

$29,282 

$38,525 

Hall,  Elaine 

$40,984 

$48,287 

Hanson,  Donna 

$21 ,437 

$26,136 

Harding,  Linda 

$23,665 

$42,685 

Harrigan,  Patricia 

$13,978 

$42,257 

Harty,  Susan 

$31,392 

$11,072 

Hastings,  Virginia 

$45,460 

$17,131 

Havalotti,  Phyllis 

$13,819 

$13,446 

Hebert,  Jeanne 

$19,609 

$45,269 

Helle,  Meghan 

$33,476 

$31,629 

Hermansky,  Virginia 

$11,401 

$47,428 

Hersey,  Marsha 

$46,159 

$45,024 

Heyes,  Paul 

$14,265 

Hill-Niambele,  Stacey 

$11,781 

Holloway,  Edna 

$  1,107 
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Holmes,  Catherine 

$  6,504 

Holwell,  Kathleen 

$40,387 

Horrigan,  Nancy 

$11,391 

Howard,  Ashley 

$33,940 

Howard,  Patricia 

$43,424 

Hoard,  Jennifer 

$32,647 

Hoard,  Steven 

$10,771 

Hobbard,  Donna 

$43,560 

Hontress,  Gwen 

$10,546 

Hodec-Sorette,  Barbara 

$31,946 

Horley,  Richard 

$41,955 

Inman,  Kathlyn 

$29,992 

Inzerillo,  Sandra 

$  3,594 

Irwin,  Richard 

$24,812 

Johnson,  David 

$  6,500 

Johnson,  Kathleen 

$40,219 

Johnson,  Naida 

$50,210 

Johnson-Correia,  Cathy 

$  9,365 

Jones,  Nancy 

$45,529 

Kallio,  Carol 

$13,595 

Kane,  Kevin 

$48,838 

Keddy,  Amie 

$  8,676 

Killoogh-Miller,  Rossell 

$36,687 

Kmiec,  Gladys 

$14,184 

Knittle,  Robert 

$45,936 

Koemer,  Andrew 

$34,325 

Konde,  Beverly 

$37,270 

Kovach,  Cynthia 

$  6,655 

Kowal,  Patricia 

$18,479 

Kozlowski,  John 

$52,690 

Kolarski,  Ellen 

$14,405 

LaCroix,  Sandra 

$31,652 

Lam,  Nicolette 

$16,009 

LaMarche,  Marrion 

$  4,580 

Lamb,  Laora 

$28,047 

LaMontagne,  Phyllis 

$15,667 

LaMontagne,  Roger 

$49,062 

Lapati,  Dona 

$43,287 

Laperle,  Sosan 

$10,167 

LeBlanc,  Nancy 

$37,721 

Lechowicz,  James 

$27,902 

Lindsay,  Sosan 

$14,647 

Lohr,  Darcy 

$12,628 

Lorge,  Barbara 

$46,236 

Locchesi,  Crystal 

$15,686 

Lossier,  Priscilla 

$33,861 

Lookko,  Nancy 

$43,284 

Maga,  Joseph 

$58,121 

Magnino,  John 

$49,163 

Majoy,  Rosanne 

$58,170 

Mammone,  Diane 

$20,171 

Mankowsky,  Jolie 

$44,371 

Manning,  Laorel 

$28,147 

Markiewicz,  Renee 

$24,133 

Marshall,  Joseph 

$12,228 

Marshall,  Margaret 

$42,660 

Marshall,  Maureen 

$87,010 

Martel,  Robert 

$42,338 

Martinelli,  Denise 

$  9,744 

Mascroft,  Shirley 

$13,843 

McCarthy,  Kathleen 

$12,555 

McCormack,  Mary 

$23,965 

McDonald,  Tracey 

$33,476 

McGrail,  George 

$  2,465 

McLaughlin,  Cherryl 

$17,014 

McNamara,  Josephine 

$  8,542 

McNiff,  Paul 

$42,669 

Melanson,  David 

$48,473 

Melanson,  Karen 

$43,750 

Mennard,  Sylvia 

$13,699 

Mertzic,  Linda 

$10,038 

Millar,  Gwynne 

$29,581 

Miller,  Bernice 

$15,960 

Miller,  Karen 

$27,192 

Millet,  Karen 

$10,608 

Mirable,  Kathleen 

$11,401 

Misilo,  Frances 

$12,725 

Moebus,  Gary 

$32,302 

Morello,  Paul 

$43,028 

Morreale,  Cathryn 

$31,119 

Morris,  Rebecca 

$34,662 

Morrison,  Deborah 

$13,394 

Morrison,  Linda 

$  5,463 

Muir,  Betty 

$42,195 

Muir,  Sheila 

$12,281 

Mullins,  Philip 

$41,700 

Murdock,  Amanda 

$  2,143 

Murray,  Catherine 

$30,120 

Musnicki,  Susanne 

$51,701 

Newell,  Margaret 

$21,839 

Newton,  Edward 

$10,384 

Nichols,  Carolyn 

$40,276 

Nichols,  Ida 

$13,370 

Nichols,  Sandra 

$43,472 

Noble,  Gail 

$  9,532 

Noel,  Robert 

$21,295 

O’Brien,  Cynthia 

$44,790 

O’Connor,  Jean 

$14,582 

O’Donnell,  Linda 

$43,228 

O’Donnell,  Paul 

$25,101 

Ohman,  Margaret 

$11,518 

Olds,  Janis 

$  1,056 

Omilanowicz,  Dorothy 

$47,569 

Osborn,  Bette 

$44,709 

Pacheco,  Rebecca 

$17,329 

Panaccione,  Janice 

$12,740 

Paradis,  Janet 

$33,897 

Parker,  Kathleen 

$  4,931 

Parsons,  Bettyanne 

$30,120 

Pascale,  Helene 

$37,756 

Patterson,  Frank 

$26,208 

Paula,  Joan 

$61,030 
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Paula,  Richard  $48  109 

Peabody,  David  $23]502 

Pearsall,  Carol  $21,722 

Peltier,  Joan  $13  432 

Pereira,  Robert  $45,'376 

Perreault,  Marie  $12i952 

Peterson,  Karla  $33  829 

Petty,  Linda  $34J42 

Phelan,  Helen  $16  852 

Phelps,.  Randall  $2o!343 

Piermarini,  Sue  $26i318 

Piper,  Wilhelmina  $48  462 

Pitisci.  Nancy  $16,951 

Pitisci,  Ronald  $25,199 

Plante,  Thomas  $12,004 

Plumb,  Sandra  $43i350 

Poirier,  Helen  $45,069 

Prouty,  Irene  $  8,379 

Pyle,  Charles  $40,805 

Quido,  Joyce  $11,103 

Quinlan,  Mary  $15,468 

Raffier,  Donald  $75,410 

Ratte,  Patricia  $  7I928 

Redmond,  Lisa  $  6,031 

Reed,  Florence  J.  $14,378 

Remelius,  Fae  E.  $48^109 

Renes,  Marsha  $  7^817 

Ricciardi,  Christine  $12,725 

Rice,  Linda  $12,452 

Richards,  Alice  $43,256 

Rickan,  Shawn  $  9,207 

Robidoux,  Elizabeth  $11,841 

Robidoux,  Theresa  $24,521 

Robinson,  Bonnie  $12,784 

Rogowski,  Jean  $13,387 

Rogowski,  Linda  $1oi660 

Rosbury,  Nancy  $43,284 

Rotti,  Janice  $  3’678 

Rousseau,  Julie  $19,296 

Roy,  Shirley  $12^725 

Rucki,  Diana  $36,462 

Ruggles,  Kellie  $16,217 

Ryding,  Carol  $  8,891 

Salvadore,  Laurie  $22,180 

Sampson,  Phyllis  $23,566 

Samuelson,  Bethany  $30,351 

Sarabia,  Marcelino  $42,128 

Savard,  Linda  $37,870 

Sawyer,  Winslow  $49,816 

Sayre,  Patricia  $37,531 

Scanlan,  Cathleen  $51,701 

Schoolcraft,  Mary  $11,401 

Shanks,  Deborah  $10,388 

Sheldon,  Arthur  $31,571 

Skowyra,  Patricia  $29,170 

Skrzypczak,  Ann  $43,578 


Snyder,  Betty 

$48,462 

Sousa,  Carol 

$41,536 

Spencer,  Linda 

$44,710 

Spooner,  John 

$38,940 

Springer,  Mary 

$  8,129 

Staiti,  Kim 

$13,658 

Stekl,  Nancy 

$31,800 

Stevens,  Erin 

$21,335 

Stewart,  Duncan 

$54,001 

Stickle,  Richard 

$49,392 

St.  Jean,  Jan 

$32,647 

Stockwell,'  Susan 

$36,719 

Stuart,  Debra 

$38,685 

Sullivan,  Jeannette 

$16,011 

Sullivan,  John 

$58,856 

Szafarowicz,  Patricia 

$28,575 

Tancrell,  Christine 

$31,933 

Terrien,  Deborah 

$43,580 

Thompson,  Mary-Lou 

$19,653 

Turcotte,  Christina 

$  2,636 

Turcotte,  Jane 

$36,001 

Turcotte,  Raymond 

$55,839 

Twarog,  Susan 

$46,542 

Vaillancourt,  Sasha 

$10,062 

Valardi,  Frances 

$24,220 

VanWert,  Kathleen 

$12,758 

Varin,  Kerry 

$36,870 

Vamot,  Martha 

$43,750 

Verheyan,  Dorothy 

$38,001 

Verratti,  Kathleen 

$14,772 

Waite,  Clarissa 

$33,899 

Wassel,  Frederick 

$50,150 

Webster,  Sumner 

$47,862 

Westiund,  Joanne 

$44,110 

Whitmore,  Carol 

$47,428 

Widing,  Daisy 

$45,330 

Widing,  Maureen 

$38,756 

Williams,  Janeth 

$33,897 

Williams,  Martha 

$13,690 

Wilson,  Mary 

$11,172 

Wisnewski,  Brenda 

$13,371 

Witaszek,  Alice 

$31,119 

Worthington,  Patricia 

$40,918 

Wright,  Cynthia 

$31,102 

Wright,  Kimberly 

$31,075 

Wrobel,  Gail 

$44,310 

Wrobel,  Linda 

$44,110 

Wypyck,  Joann 

$10,544 

Young,  Brian 

$39,825 

Youngs,  Carol 

$51,896 

Zalneraitis,  Richard 

$11,177 

Zola,  Jean 

$40,788 
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FINANCIAL  REPORTS 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

TREASURER 

TAX  COLLECTOR 


TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


The  Board  of  Assessors  completed  the  tri-annual  revaluation  and  was  certified  by  the  Dept 
of  Revenue  to  send  out  the  bills  in  November,  1996.  95%  of  the  work  was  completed  by 
the  Board  of  Assessors  with  5%  of  the  work  being  done  by  outside  consultants.  This 
saved  the  Town  a  considerable  amount  of  money. 

The  computer  system  that  is  used  in  the  Assessors  office  is  known  as  the  State's  CAMA 
(Computer  Assisted  Mass  Appraisal).  This  has  always  been  free  to  the  Town  since  its 
inception  in  1987  however,  now  there  is  going  to  be  a  fee  involved  with  maintaining  the 
software,  updates,  and  adding  new  cost  tables.  The  fee  at  the  present  time  is  $1,500  per 
year  but  may  be  reduced  as  more  and  more  towns  in  Massachusetts  join  the  consortium 
that  is  in  charge  of  buying  programs.  This  system  is  what  allows  us  to  successfully 
complete  an  in-house  reval  at  little  expense  to  the  Town.  Other  computer  systems  can 
cost  nearly  $24,000  to  purchase,  plus  cost  additional  money  every  year,  so  it  is  still  a 
bargain. 


TFTE.  TOWN  OF  OAKHAM  RECAPTTI  JT.ATION  OF  TAX  RATE  FTSCAE  1996 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Raise  and  appropriate 

1,560,234.87 

Cherry  Sheet  Offsets 

1,947.00 

C  M  R.P.C 

256.35 

Overlay  Deficit 

2.60 

State  and  County  Charges 

7,929.00 

Overlay  1996 

25  530  47 

1,595,900.29 

ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS 

Cherry  Sheet 

161,957.00 

Local  Receipts 

184,000.00 

Revolving  Funds 

72,000.00 

Free  Cash 

201,151.00 

Other  Available  Funds 

14,000  00 

633,108.00 

TOTAL  TAXES  LEVIED 

962,792.29 

VAEIJES  AND  PERCENTAGES  BY  CATEGORY 

Residential  91.9918  885,689.55 

Commercial  3.6654  35,281.81 

Industrial  1.0210  9,830.39 

Personal  Property  3.3218  3 1,982,54 

962,792.29 


Respectfully  submitted. 

Board  of  Assessors 
Kathleen  Usher  Chmn. 
Herman  Spinney  2nd  Member 
Tabitha  Tashjian  Clerk 
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REPORT  OP  THE  TAX  COLLECTOR 


The  Tax  Collector  received  and  paid  to  the  Town  Treasurer  the  following  aiounts.  These  amounts 
were  received  for  the  Fiscal  Year  ending  June  30,  1996. 


1996  Real  Estate  870,649.66 

1995  Real  Estate  37,097.11 

1994  Real  Estate  920.75 

1996  Personal  Property  30,205.24 

1995  Personal  Property  425.58 

1994  Personal  Property  88.88 

1993  Personal  Property  224.26 

1992  Personal  Property  233.76 

1991  Personal  Property  21.45 

1996  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  79,252.43 

1995  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  19,598.43 

1994  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  685.47 

1993  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  30.94 

1992  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  88.34 

1991  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  5.00 

General  Fund  122.92 

Flagging  Pees  for  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicle  260.00 

Deputy  Tax  Collector  Charges  and  Fees  2,081.00 

Tax  Collector  Charges  and  Pees  2,513.00 

Interest  added  to  delinquent  bills  5,995.10 

Municipal  Lien  Certificates  1,925.00 

Bank  Interest  516.63 

TOTAL  1,052,940.95 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Susan  J.  Carpenter, 

Tax  Collector 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 
FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  EHDIMG  JUKE  30,  1996 

CASH 


BALANCE  JULY  1,  1995  $  549,498.12 

Cash  received  during  the  year  1.725.128.29 

Cash  Available  2,274,626.41 

Cash  disbursed  during  the  year  1.971.560.28 

BALANCE  JUNE  30,  1996  $  303,066.13 


TRUST  FUNDS 

$  21,371.28 
30,499.57 

298.18  $  52,169.03 

161,976.57 
37,809.48 
6,549.95 
519.62 
2,703.67 

43,728.11 

5. 000.00  48.728.11 

$  310,456.43 

♦Market  Value  of  Alden  Fund  Investments  of  approximately  $161,566.37  are  not  included.  11581.819 
shares  at  $13.95  per  share. 


Library  Funds: 

Pobes  Memorial  Library 
Oakham  Library 
Oakham  Library  &  Park 

Stabilization  Fund 

Cemetery  Funds 

Sam  Dean  Legacy  Fund 

Nar  Memorial  Fund 

Post  War  Rehab  Fund 

Alden  Fund: 

Cash 

Securities,  at  cost* 
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TORN  OF  OAKHAM 
BALANCE  SHEET  JUNE  30,  1996 


ASSETS 


Cash  404673.62 

Accounts  Receivable: 

Real  Estate: 


Previous  years 

4001.15 

1995 

1707.83 

1996 

50685.55 

56394.53 

Personal  Property: 

Previous  years 

3973,83 

1995 

602.74 

1996 

1616.62 

6193.19 

Motor  Vehicle: 

Previous  years 

4214.01 

1995 

1180.83 

1996 

14880.91 

20275.75 

Tax  Titles 

132480.47 

Possessions 

774.84 

133255.31 

Other  Receivables: 

State  Aid  to  Highways 

150130.00 

Police  Road  Detail 

16533.40 

Trailing  Bad  Checks 

39.50 

166702.90 

Cherry  Sheet  Underestimates 

280.00 

TOTAL  ASSETS 


$  787775.30 
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LIABILITIES  &  RESERVES 


Agency: 

Board  of  Health 
Tax  Collector's  Pees 
Tax  Collector's  Deputy  Pees 
Town  Clerk's  Pees 
Driveway  Permits 

Gifts  k  Bequests: 

Ambulance 
Council  on  Aging 
Library 
War  Memorial 

Grants: 

Arts  Council 
B.O.H.  Title  5 
Council  on  Aging 
Pire  Department 
Library 

Highway  Dept.  -  Chpt.  85 
Police  Dare 

Revolving  Punds: 

Cemetery 

Conservation  Commission 
Departmental 
Highway  Fuel  Tanks 
Landfill  Capping 
Town  Hall  Re-Shingle 
Treasurer  Foreclosure 
Police  Community  Policing 

Overlays  Reserved  for  Abatements: 
Previous  years 

1995 

1996 

Revenue  Reserved  Dntil  Collected: 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise 
Tax  Titles  &  Possessions 

Cherry  Sheet  Overestimates 

Surplus  Revenue 


680.00 

1073.00 

296.00 

240.00 

27850.00 


23756.63 

1060.28 

80.03 

205.00 


750.00 

5066.25 

3.44 

1825.00 

3823.53 

141767.57 

1419.92 


280.84 

2092.48 

9177.34 

6756.00 

198313.37 

14300.00 

5730.00 

4183.61 


36246.45 

5353.39 

imji 


20275.75 

133255. 


30139.00 


25101.94 


154655.71 


240833.64 


55950.27 


153531.06 

135.00 

127428.68 


TOTAL  LIABILITIES  k  RESERVES 


$  787775.30 


59 


TONI  OF  OAKHAM 
STATKMEHT  OF  ACCOOHTS 
FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1996 


Forwarded 

Balance 

Balance 

From 

To 

To 

Account  Naae 

Fiscal  96 

Approp. 

Credit 

Expended 

Revenue 

Fiscal  97 

Board  of  Health 

Expenses 

0.00 

650.00 

0.00 

502.42 

147.58 

0.00 

Inspection  Fund 

430.00 

0.00 

5160.00 

4910.00 

0.00 

680.00 

Landfill  Closure 

10813.37 

0.00 

0.00 

10813.37 

0.00 

0.00 

Landfill  Capping 

0.00 

200000.00 

0.00 

1686.63 

0.00 

198313.37 

Title  V  Grant 

LM 

LM. 

5066.25 

LM 

0.00 

5066.25 

Total  Board  of  Health 

11243.37 

200650.00 

10226.25 

17912.42 

147.58 

204059.62 

Cemetery 

Expenses 

0.00 

1550.00 

0.00 

1550.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Fund 

iLii 

Q.OQ 

7225.00 

6993.61 

LM 

200,54 

Total  Cemetery 

49.45 

1550.00 

7225.00 

8543.61 

0.00 

280.84 

Cultural  and  Recreation 

Arts  Council 

5817.18 

0.00 

3150.00 

8217.18 

0.00 

750.00 

Historical  Commission 

Library: 

0.00 

100.00 

0.00 

100.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Expenses 

0.00 

14437.00 

0.00 

14437.00 

0.00 

0.00 

State  Grant 

4498.31 

0.00 

1928.28 

2603.06 

0.00 

3823.53 

Pines  6  Donations 

42.61 

0.00 

174.34 

136.92 

0.00 

80.03 

Library  Architectual  Pees 

Parks  &  Recreation: 

0.00 

10000.00 

0.00 

9731.65 

268.35 

0.00 

Parks  6  Rec.  Expenses 

0.00 

2400.00 

0.00 

2396.05 

3.95 

0.00 

Wright  Field  Improvement 

846.88 

300.00 

0.00 

1003.40 

143.48 

0.00 

Parks  &  Rec.  Fund 

40.00 

LM 

JLMi 

534.31 

AM 

467.24 

Total  Cultural  &  Rec. 

11244.98 

27237.00 

6214.17 

39159.57 

415.78 

5120.80 

Education 

Center  School  Tractor 

0.00 

20000.00 

0.00 

17203.88 

2796.12 

0.00 

Center  School  Boiler  Repairs 

0.00 

18350.00 

0.00 

18348.78 

1.22 

0.00 

Quabbin  District 

0.00 

613273.00 

0.00 

613273.00 

0.00 

0.00 

School  Bond 

0.00 

132223.00 

0.00 

132223.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Vocational  Education 

LM 

55000.00 

LM 

42526.91 

12473.09 

LM 

Total  Education 

0.00 

838846.00 

0.00 

823575.57 

15270.43 

0.00 
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Forwarded 

Balance 

Balance 

Froa 

To 

To 

Account  laie 

Fiscal  96 

Approp. 

Credit 

Expended 

Revenue 

Fiscal  97 

Executive 

Adain.Assit/Town  Acct. 

0.00 

12543.55 

0.00 

12529.36 

14.19 

0.00 

Board  of  Selectaen 

0.00 

4225.00 

0.00 

3940.92 

284.08 

0.00 

Hoae  Health  Aide 

0.00 

1279.00 

0.00 

1218.00 

61.00 

0.00 

Group  Insurance 

0.00 

8431.31 

0.00 

8431.31 

0.00 

0.00 

Blanket  Insurance 

0.00 

30000.00 

0.00 

25266.00 

4734.00 

0.00 

Worcester  Cnty  Retireaent 

0.00 

15225.00 

0.00 

15225.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Meditax 

0.00 

2500.00 

0.00 

2462.41 

37.59 

0.00 

Financial  Audit 

LM 

6500.00 

LM 

6400.00 

JiLM 

LM 

Total  Executive 

0.00 

80703.86 

0.00 

75473.00 

5230.86 

0.00 

Financial  Adainistration 

Board  of  Assessors 

0.00 

14730.00 

0.00 

14680.85 

49.15 

0.00 

Finance  Coaaittee 

0.00 

677.50 

0.00 

569.40 

108.10 

0.00 

Reserve  Fund 

0.00 

16500.00 

0.00 

15069.87 

1430.13 

0.00 

Tax  Collector  Expense 

0.00 

6781.54 

0.00 

6699.31 

82.23 

0.00 

Tax  Collector  Charges  Due 

330.00 

0.00 

4446.00 

3703.00 

0.00 

1073.00 

Tax  Collector  Deputy  Chrg  Due 

0.00 

0.00 

2054.00 

1758.00 

0.00 

296.00 

Tax  Collector  Tax  Title  Expense 

i  0.00 

500.00 

0.00 

0.00 

500.00 

0.00 

Treasurer  Foreclosure 

0.00 

7350.00 

0.00 

1620.00 

0.00 

5730.00 

Treasurer  Expenses 

LM 

JliLii 

0.00 

6253.68 

0.00 

LM 

Total  Financial  Adain. 

330.00 

52792.72 

6500.00 

50354.11 

2169.61 

7099.00 

General  Governaent 

Annual  Town  Report 

0.00 

1600.00 

0.00 

1067.18 

532.82 

0.00 

Town  Hall  Expenses 

0.00 

15697.69 

0.00 

15640.79 

2.55 

0.00 

Town  Hall  Photocopier 

0.00 

1373.00 

0.00 

1373.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Town  Hall  Telephone  Systea 

0.00 

1746., DO. 

0.00 

1746.00 

AM 

0.00 

Total  General  Governaent 

0.00 

20416.69 

0.00 

19826.97 

535.37 

0.00 

Highway  Departaent 

Salaries 

0.00 

68775.57 

0.00 

67240.45 

1535.12 

0.00 

Overtiae 

0.00 

2975.00 

2661.25 

5636.25 

0.00 

0.00 

Operating  Expense 

0.00 

44300.00 

17494.75 

53672.18 

0.00 

8122.57** 

Insurance  Reiaburseaents 

0.00 

0.00 

2349.20 

2349.20 

0.00 

0.00 

State  Aid  Chapter  85A 

0.00 

150130.00 

0.00 

150130.00 

0.00 

0.00 

State  Aid  Chapter  85B 

0.00 

150130.00 

0.00 

8362.43 

0.00 

141767.57 

Truck  Purchase 

0.00 

33132.43 

0.00 

miiAi 

LM 

LM 

Total  Highway  Departaent 

0.00 

449443.00 

22505.20 

320522.94 

1535.12 

149890.14 
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Forwarded 

Balance 

Balance 

Fron 

To 

To 

Account  Haae 

Fiscal  96 

Approp. 

Credit 

Expended 

Revenue 

Fiscal  97 

Land  Ose 

Conservation  Expenses 

0.00 

2640.00 

0.00 

68.78 

2571.22 

0.00 

Conservation  Fund 

2309.35 

0.00 

177.50 

394.37 

0.00 

2092.48 

Central  Mass. Reg. Planning 

0.00 

256.35 

0.00 

256.35 

0.00 

0.00 

Planning  Board  Expenses 

0.00 

570.67 

0.00 

570.67 

0.00 

0.00 

Zoning  Appeals  Board 

0.00 

290.30 

0.00 

290.30 

0.00 

0.00 

Zoning  Enforceient 

JLM 

500.00 

JLM 

^00. no 

JMM 

0.00 

Total  Land  Ose 

2309.35 

4257.32 

177.50 

1980.47 

2671.22 

2092.48 

Legislature 

Moderator's  Salary 

0.00 

100.00 

0.00 

100.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Licensing,  Registration  &  Census 


Census 

0.00 

900.00 

0.00 

600.00 

300.00 

0.00 

Town  Cleric  Expenses 

0.00 

3145.00 

0.00 

2393.00 

752.00 

0.00 

Town  Cleric  Fees  Due 

191.50 

0.00 

1389.60 

1341.10 

0.00 

240.00 

Town  Elections 

JLM 

1327.75 

!LM 

1301.57 

26.18 

JLM 

Total  Licensing,  Reg.  6  Census 

191.50 

5372.75 

1389.60 

5635.67 

1078.18 

240.00 

Operations  Support  and 

Other  Expenses 

Town  Council 

0.00 

8896.83 

0.00 

8896.83 

0.00 

0.00 

Alden  Fund 

0.00 

0.00 

3815.00 

3815.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Dog  Licenses  for  County 

0.00 

0.00 

1945.50 

1357.97 

0.00 

587.43 

Dog  Officer  Expenses 

0.00 

1169.00 

0.00 

1169.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tree  Warden 

0.00 

1050.00 

0.00 

100.00 

950.00 

0.00 

War  Meaorial  Fund 

205.00 

_ LM  . 

LM 

LM 

JLM 

205.00 

Total  Other  Expenses 

205.00 

11115.83 

5760.50 

15338.80 

950.00 

837.43 

Protective  Inspections 

Aniaal  Inspector 

0.00 

250.00 

0.00 

250.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Building  Inspector 

0.00 

0.00 

3770.10 

3770.10 

0.00 

0.00 

Driveway  Periits 

29750.00 

0.00 

800.00 

2700.00 

0.00 

27850.00 

Fire  Inspections 

0.00 

0.00 

450.00 

450.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Pluabing  Inspector 

0.00 

0.00 

440.00 

440.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Wire  Inspector 

m 

.JLM 

670.00 

670.00 

LM 

LM 

Total  Protective  Inspec. 

29750.00 

250.00 

6130.10 

8280.10 

0.00 

27850.00 
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Forwarded 

Balance 

Balance 

Froa 

To 

To 

Account  laie 

Fiscal  96 

Approp. 

Credit 

Expended 

Revenue 

Fiscal  97 

Public  Safety 

Aibulance  Expenses 

0.00 

25500.00 

0.00 

24785.24 

714.76 

0.00 

Aabulance  Fund 

13353.55 

0.00 

24403.08 

14000.00* ** *** 

0.00 

23756.63 

Anhulance  Kinitors 

0.00 

1500.00 

0.00 

988.02 

511.98 

0.00 

Dispatching 

0.00 

23132.96 

0.00 

23132.96 

0.00 

0.00 

Fire  Departient  Expenses 

0.00 

29600.00 

0.00 

28638.47 

961.53 

0.00 

Fire  Departaent  Special 

0.00 

5593.00 

0.00 

5593.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Police  Departaent: 

Chief  Salary 

0.00 

36360.00 

0.00 

36359.96 

0.04 

0.00 

Departaent  Expenses 

0.00 

24915.00 

0.00 

24860.58 

54.42 

0.00 

Special  Duty 

0.00 

0.00 

33446.50 

33466.50 

0.00 

0.00 

Coaaunity  Policing 

2056.19 

0.00 

7628.00 

5500.58 

0.00 

4183.61 

Dare  and  Drugs 

0.00 

0.00 

7872.00 

6452.08 

0.00 

1419.92 

Total  Public  Safety 

15409.74 

146600.96 

73349.58 

203777.39 

2242.73 

29360.16 

Special  Prograas 

Council  on  Aging: 

Expenses 

0.00 

2070.00 

0.00 

1708.74 

361.26 

0.00 

Herald  Gift  Account 

579.28 

0.00 

481.00 

0.00 

0.00 

1060.28 

State  Grant 

330.30 

0.00 

1000.00 

1326.86 

0.00 

3.44 

Veterans'  Services 

LM 

2ii)LM 

-JJfl 

i2.asj.o. 

I265.QQ 

Q.QO 

Total  Special  Prograas 

909.58 

4570.00 

1481.00 

4270.60 

1626.26 

1063.72 

Assessaents 

(Not  Funded  by  Town  Vote) 

(Raised  on  Cherry  Sheet) 

Air  Pollution 

0.00 

338.00 

0.00 

252.00 

86.00 

0.00 

County  Tax  Assessaent 

0.00 

2284.31 

0.00 

2284.32 

0.00 

0.00 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

0.00 

269.00 

0.00 

269.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Regional  Transit  Authority  95 

(179.00) 

179.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

00 

Regional  Transit  Authority  96 

0.00 

183.00 

0.00 

183.00 

0.00 

0.00 

RMV  Non-Renewal  Surcharge  95 

(  80.00) 

80.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

00 

RNV  Non-Renewal  Surcharge  96 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

280.00 

0.00 

(  280.00) 

Special  Education  95 

(  47.00) 

47.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

00 

Special  Education  96 

0.00 

49.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

49.00 

Strap  Repayaent 

0.00 

4500.0(1 

0.00 

4500.00 

0.00 

O.OQ 

Total  Assessaents 

(306.00) 

7929.31 

0.00 

7768.32 

86.00 

(231.00) 

*  Transferred  $3154.64  to  Trust  Fund 

**  Highway  PEMA  and  MEMA  aoney 

Appropriation  to  Expense  Account 
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RESERVE  FUHD  TRAISFERS  IH  THE  6EHERAL  FDVD 


Board  of  Selectaen 

800.00 

Dispatching  Assessnent 

1082.96 

Dog  Officer 

289.00 

County  Tax  Assessment 

.31 

Finance  Coanittee 

307.50 

Health  Insurance  Town  Contribution 

257.99 

Highway  Department 

2100.00 

Neditax  Town  Contribution 

500.00 

Municipal  Building  Coanittee 

300.00 

Planning  Board 

450.67 

School  Bond  Assessment 

1.00 

Tax  Collector 

33.54 

Town  Clerk,  Elections 

577.75 

Town  Counsel 

4896.83 

Town  Hall  Maintenance 

3263.34 

Treasurer 

53.68 

Zoning  Appeals  Board 

155.30 

Transfer  to  Revenue 

OllLii 

TOTAL  RESERVE  FUND 

16500.00 

FREE  CASH  VOTES 

DeBatUent 

Voted 

Amount 

Center  School 

Special  Town  Meeting,  February  12,  1996 

$  6010.00 

Reserve  Fund 

Special  Town  Meeting,  February  12,  1996 

4000.00 

Landfill  Capping 

Special  Town  Meeting,  February  12,  1996 

200000.00 

Police  Department 

Special  Town  Meeting,  February  12,  1996 

3000.00 

Highway  Fuel  Tanks 

Annual  Town  Meeting,  June  10,  1996 

6756.00 

Town  Hall  Roof  Replacement 

Annual  Town  Meeting,  June  10,  1996 

14300.00 

Transfer  to  Revenue 

Year  End,  June  30,  1996 

111.00 

TOTAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  REVENUE 

CERTIFIED  FREE  CASH  $  234177.00 
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IMPORTANT  PHONE  NUMBERS 


AMBULANCE . 911 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT . 911 

NON-EMERGENCY .  882-3347 

TO  REPORT  AFIRE . 911 

FIRE  STATION .  882-5555 

HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT .  882-5556 

DOG  OFFICER .  882-3347 


TOWN  HALL: 

SELECTMEN 
TOWN  CLERK 
TREASURER 
ASSESSORS 

TAX  COLLLECTOR .  882-5549 

OAKHAM  CENTER  SCHOOL .  882-3392 
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